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PREFACE 


Sardar Patel Society, with Late Shri S. Nijalingappa, its 
founder President and former Chief Minister of Karnataka and 
Dr. P. N. Chopra and Dr. (Mrs.) Prabha Chopra as its Member 
Secretary and Secretary respectively, has brought out since its 
inception in 1989, fifteen volumes of “Collected Works of Sardar 
Patel”, his daughter Maniben Patel’s Diary, a biography of 
Sardar Patel, his photo Album and a few thematic volumes viz. 
Sardar Patel and Kashmir, Sardar Patel and Hyderabad and his 
relation with Nehru and Subhas, Sardar Patel and Muslims and 
Refugees and Sardar Patel - Economic Policy and Foreign 
Policy, which throws an altogether new light on Sardar’s 
personality. 


The present book “Quotes of Sardar Patel” is an effort to 
present Sardar’s true character as a shrewd politician and 
statesman and a human being par excellence with a human 
heart but Iron Will. Sardar Patel played a most significant role 
in the long drawn political struggle for the attainment of 
Swaraj. In his long career of five decades beginning with the 
fighting for freedom of the country to consolidating whole of 
India in a strong Union and later strengthening it from within 
and without by initiating a strong economic and administrative 
policy and a Chanakyan foreign policy, Sardar Patel proved his 
mettle. His views on various aspects have been clearly depicted 
through his sayings collected in this book. 


January 15, 2004 : PRABHA CHOPRA 
EDITOR 
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QUOTES OF SARDAR PATEL 


On Unity 


The negligence of a few could easily send a ship to the bottom, 
but it required the whole-hearted co-operation of all on board; 
she could be safely brought to port. 


(Date : 14 May 1928, Occasion : To villagers of 
Bardoli taluka during Bardoli Movement.) 


We have to shed mutual bickerings, shed the difference of being 
high or low and develop the sense of equality and banish 
untouchability. We have to restore the conditions of Swaraj 
prevalent prior to British rule. We have to live like the children 
of the same father. 


(Date : 21 January 1942, Occasion : 
During Quit India Movement.) 


Happiness and misery are paper balls. Don’t be afraid of death. 
Join the nationalist forces, be united. Give work to those who 
are hungry, food to invalids, forget your quarrels. 


(Date : 7 March 1942, Occasion : Ibid.) 


There are some young men who believe that in this country 
there should be Hindu Raj and that Hindu culture alone has a 
place in India. Gandhiji was fighting against that mad idea. . . 
he said our salvation depended on unity. 


(Date : 26 February 1949, Occasion : 
Addressing Congress workers at the 
Residency of Bangalore.) 
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It is true that we removed the foreign rule but after removing 

it we quarrelled and cut the throats of each other. Before the 

World we have presented a spectacle which is the very antithesis 

of our culture and diametrically opposed to the teachings of 
Gandhiji. 

(Date : 26 February 1949, Occasion : While laying 

the Foundation-Stone of the Gandhi Stupa at 

Mysore.) 


In a domestic Government unity and co-operation are essential 
requisites. 


(Date : 6 March 1949, Occasion : An appeal to the 
East Punjab Govt. on arrest of Tara Singh.) 


Today we must remove distinctions of high and low, rich and 
poor, caste or creed. 


(Date : 31 March 1949, Occasion : 
Inaugurating the biggest Union of Indian States— 
the Greater Rajasthan.) 


No distinctions of caste and creed should hamper us. All are the 
sons and daughters of India. We should all love our country and 
build our destiny on mutual love and help. 


(Date : 19 September 1950, Occasion : 
Addressing the session of the Maharashtra Youth 
Congress at Nasik.) 


To Farmers 


There is nothing to be gained from the loyalty of a cowardly and 
cringing public. . . The brave man, who has inspired this fight 
however, is capable of converting the cowardly into the bravest 
of persons. 


(Date : 31 March 1918, Occasion : 
Addressing the peasants of Kheda district of 
Gujarat during Kheda Satyagraha.) 
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Let us firmly demand our rights. Stop being afraid of the 
tehsildar and demand your rights with courage. 


(Date : 18 April 1918, Occasion : Ibid.) 


Our fight is for truth and that is what Satyagraha means. It is 
a fight between the people and blind Government. The 
Government has decided to forcibly realise land revenue... the 


people would accept all the troubles, but would not pay land 
revenue. 


(Date : May 1918, Occasion : Ibid.) 


Just as rest is absolutely essential to recoup the lost energy due 
to hard labour, similarly in order to infuse liveliness in people, 
rest is that much essential. 


(Date : 1 January 1935, Occasion : Speaking to the 
cultivators of Ras village, Gujarat.) 


Idleness is the greatest enemy of man. 
(Date : 1 January 1935, Occasion : Ibid.) 


A person has to anyhow fill his belly and for that he is prepared 
to do anything. This is how bonded labour originates. If we try 
to provide subsistence to everybody then automatically bonded 
labour will be abolished. 


(Date : 26 January 1939, Occasion : Speaking on 
victory of Bardoli Satyagraha.) 


Only the person who shoulders the responsibility of protecting 

and maintaining his wife and family has the right to marry. One 
who cannot do that should not marry. 

(Date : 15 December 1937, Occasion : 

Addressing the people of Bardoli taluka on 

abolition of Bonded Labour and Prohibition.) 


The bird which is habituated to live in a cage, if it is made free 
by the person who maintains it, then it gets scared, and again 
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returns to the cage. Similarly if the farm-owners free the 
laboures, they will return to their masters because they have no 
hatred towards slavery. 


(Date : 15 December 1937, Occasion : Ibid.) 


I wish the farmers should be free from debt, but I wish more 

that farmer should be farmer, he should be a man, not living 

like an animal. Farmers have an unbearable burden of debt of 
moneylenders on their heads. 

(Date : 25 December 1937, Occasion : 

Addressing villagers of Rajpipla on revival of 

Cottage Industries to enrich farmers.) 


The duty of the princes is to see that there are cordial relations 
between the farmers and moneylenders. Where farmers are not 
happy the State is also not happy. 


(Date : 25 December 1937, Occasion : To Princes of 
States to ensure cordial relations between farmers 
and money-lenders.) 


Many of you ask me to get them free from bondage. I tell them 
that nobody has chained them. If there are any chains, those are 
the chains of weakness. 


(Date : 1 May 1938, Occasion : To farmers at 
Bardoli.) 


The mightiest tyrant must bend if people are determined to put 
up with suffering. 


(Date :16 February 1928, Occasion : Advising 
peasants of Bardoli not to pay Increased Land Tax 
and be ready for Sacrifices.) 


Discipline and organisation mean half the battle won. 


(Date : 12 February 1928, Occasion : Ibid.) 
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When thieves enter the house then we do not discriminate on 
armed and unarmed thieves, allow unarmed thieves to enter the 
house and not allow armed thieves to enter. 


Date : 26 February 1928, Occasion : Ibid.) 


This reign of Government (British) is merely illusory. The 
Government merely makes paper tigers dance and cause fear in 
you. You shed your fear and once be bold. You will see that 
Government will seek your advice... 


(Date : 12 March 1928, Occasion : At Bardoli, 
asking people for peaceful non-cooperation 
and non-payment.) 


. . If you remain soft then more and more burden will be loaded 
on your shoulders. 


(Date : 12 March 1928, Occasion : Ibid.) 


.. Your goodness is impediment in your way, so let your eyes be 
red with anger, and try to fight the injustice, with a firm hand. 


(Date : 12 March 1928, Occasion : Ibid.) 


Don’t forget that a struggle which involves such big risks has 
big results in its womb. 


(Date : 15 March 1928, Occasion : Ibid.) 


. . -If you think that when even a dummy ruler can bring you 
mountains of difficulties and you shall be powerless in the face 
of such a powerful ruler then it would be better if you drop this 
idea of struggle at all. 


(Date : 15 March 1928, Occasion : Ibid.) 


_. The whole state is dependent upon the farmer. The complete 
working of the Government is dependent upon the farmer. 


(Date : 15 March 1928, Occasion : Ibid.) 
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I congratulate the village for fighting bravely. I warn the 
revenue officer that if they do not stop terrorising the people, 
the latter shall have to force them to perform their duty to the 


people. 
(Date : 20 March 1928, Occasion : Ibid.) 


You are today standing together like one man. . . Greater trails 
are still coming. You have yet lost nothing, but later on you will 
be called upon to lose your all. 


(Date : 27 March 1928, Occasion : Speaking to 
farmers at Bardoli.) 


. . Even if you lose your lands and your belongings, you will 
have won fearlessness and vindicated your honour at negligible 
cost. You have until now been hewers of wood and drawers of 
water. The fight will have taught you to come to your own. 


(Date : 27 March 1928, Occasion : Ibid.) 
..-You all know that you cannot have those heaps of cotton until 


a few cotton seeds are buried under the earth and destroyed. 
But they are reborn with a larger life. 


(Date : 27 March 1928, Occasion : Ibid.) 
.. I assure you Government (British) cannot inflict on you any 


greater hardship than you are already enduring. Go through it 
all with a cheer and everything will be well in the end. 


(Date : 27 March 1928, Occasion : Ibid.) 


So, as the Government (British) will continue inflicting wounds 


on us, we will be emerging stronger and stronger, and we will 
be put to severe test. 


(Date : 28 March 1928, Occasion : On issuing notice 
to Banias to demoralize them by British at Bardoli 
Satyagraha.) 


6 


CC-0. Nanaji Deshmukh Library, BJP, Jammu. Digitized by eGangotri 


When iron is hot it generates sparks. Conditions of the 
Government is similar. But though iron might be eztremely hot, 
the hammer which gives shape to the iron does not get hot. So, 


if we want to give shape to our struggle we cannot afford to be 
hot. 


(Date : March 1928, Occasion : 
Addressing farmers at Bardoli.) 


This war is not for a lac of rupees but for a principle, if you learn 
how to combine and resist Government when it is unjust you 
will leave a heritage that will be worth crores of rupees. You are 
fighting for self-respect, for Swaraja. 


(Date : 15 March 1928, Occasion : Ibid.) 


So once you say with an understanding “loot everything, but if 
you break our heads we won't give.” 


(Date : 30 May 1928, Occasion : Addressing the 
peasants at Bardoli Satyagraha.) 


. . Bullocks are yoked by men, but here you are being yoked by 
your own men. 


(Date : 30 May 1928 , Occasion : To Bardoli 
farmers to stand bravely the (British) atrocities.) 


The whole world subsists on farmer and labourer; yet they have 
to suffer the atrocities most. Both of them suffer the barbarities 
silently. . . The cause of his misery is that he is deflected. He 
believes that nothing can be done against such a gigantic power. 


(Date : 1 June 1928, Occasion : Ibid.) 
Today if the people don’t stick to their stand, the Government 


will crush them. But if the people become strong, the Government 
will give in. 


(Date : 28 June 1928, Occasion : Ibid.) 
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Solve all your farmer's disputes by panchayats. Never go to a 
pleader's house. It is better to go to the God of Death than to go 
to a pleader. Take my advice that if you, farmers, do not put 
your foot into the Court compound, you will be relieved of much 
bother. 


(Date : 16 September 1928, Occasion : 
To peasants of Nepani, Gujarat.) 


Just as some good seeds are lost for getting good crop, some best 
men will have to be sacrificed for the benefit of the nation. 


(Date : 26 June 1929, Occasion : To people of 
Karnataka to emulate people of Bardoli for a Just 
Land Revenue Policy.) 


Unite and you will not have to fight. 


(Date : 21 September 1929, Occasion : 
Addressing a public meeting in Dharwar to 
emulate the people of Bardoli Satyagraha.) 


You can do without this Government, but not without your daily 
bread. 


(Date : 29 September 1929, Occasion : To Farmers 
during his tour in Karnataka and Tamil Nadu.) 


. . -It is better to appear before the God of death than before a 
court or go to a lawyer. More lies are told in the courts in the 
name of God than elsewhere. 


(Date : 29 September 1929, Occasion : Ibid.) 


One has to die but once, but it is neither for the Government nor 


the zamindar to say when you are to die. That is in the hands 
of God. 


(Date : 20 December 1929, Occasion : To peasants 
of Champaran to be fearless.) 
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I want to say only this that cancel this Salt Law, curtail the land 
revenue to its half, stop the Government policy of serving liquor; 
and save the farmer by preparing yarn from the cotton grown 
in his fields instead of the foreign made cloth which has ruined 
our farmers. 


(Date : July 1930, Occasion : Exhorting 
farmers to be fearless in Ahmedabad.) 


The Government shall break heads, but remember that it 
cannot break our hearts. Their bullets may cut through our 
hearts but no bullet can cut through the soul. 


(Date : July 1930, Occasion : Inspiring people in 
Madhav Bagh (Mumbai, Bombay) to make supreme 
sacrifices for Independence.) 


Have lathi blows if you are beaten, endure any kind of hardship 
that may be poured on to you, but do not pay a single paisa. If 
you cultivators can follow me, we can smash this Government to 
atoms within twelve days. 


(Date : 24 July 1930, Occasion : In a public 
meeting held at Navsari, Surat.) 


Only two authorities rule the land. One authority depends on 
cane, coercion, oppression, fear and ordinances and the other 
operates on the principle of love to mankind and relies on the 
force created by people's sacrifices ... My solemn desire is to 
solve peasants’ problems and build strong peasants union before 
death. 


(Date : 1 February 1936, Occasion : To peasants to 
stand united to fight for their rights.) 


On Satyagraha 


The Borsad Satyagraha is over. Truth, Ahimsa and Sacrifice 
have again won. 


(Date : 13 January 1923, Occasion : On victory 
of Borsad Satyagraha.) 
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I do not agree with the methods adopted by these young men 
because I do not believe that murder is less reprehensible 
because it is done for your country. . . I bow my head before the 
partiotism, bravery and the spirit of sacrifice which animated 


Bhagat Singh and his comrades. 


(Date : 5 April 1931, Occasion : During his address 
on Bhagat Singh, Rajguru and Sukhdev at Karachi 
Congress Session.) 


.. -As satyagrahis we should always claim and we did - that we 
are always ready to make peace with our adversaries. As a 
matter of fact we are always eager for peace and when we found 
that the door to peace was opened we decided to enter it. 


(Date : 5 April 1931, Occasion : Ibid.) 
A war based on Satyagraha is always of two kinds. One is the 


war we wage against injustice and the other we fight against 
our own weaknesses. 


(Date : 28 April 1935, Occasion : 
Addressing the Kisan Conference at 
Allahabad, U.P) 


If a man who is exhausted continues to run he might fall down 
on the way and die. It becomes his duty to take some rest so 
that he can continue to run and reach his goal. . . 


(Date : 28 April 1935, Occasion : Ibid.) 


Satyagraha is not a creed for the weak or the cowardly. 


(Date : 28 April 1935, Occasion : Ibid.) 


On Non-Cooperation 


. . .Our movement towards non-cooperation. . . js the great 
battle which will] begin between the Government and the people 
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but it will remain within certain parameters. 


(Date : 27 August 1920, Occasion : 
Addressing a meeting at Ahmedabad on Khilafat 
Movement in Punjab.) 


The clarion call for the battle of non-cooperation has been given. 
The battle has been joined. Do not ask yourselves; “What should 
I do” or “What would happen to me”, because these are the 
considerations of impotent men. Jump into the struggle and be 
prepared to do your best. 


(Date : 3 October 1920, Occasion : Addressing the 
school & college students to join the Non- 
Coopearation Movement.) 


On Non-Violence 


Non-violence has to be observed in thought, word and deed. The 
measure of our non-violence will be the measure of our success. 


(Date : 26 January 1939, Occasion : 
Announcing resumption of the struggle 
at Rajkot.) 


One can take the path of revolution but the revolution should 
not give a shock to the society. There is no place for violence in 
revolution, 


(Date : 19 February 1939, Occasion : Addressing 
the Students at Gujarat Vidyapith.) 


The path of revolution in India was through non-violence and 
not through violence. 


(Date : 22 July 1939, Occasion : 
Addressing people at Ahmedabad.) 


Nations wedded to violence declare world’s emancipation to be 
achieved only by the Gandhian way. . . The path adopted by 
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whites is of beasts. 


(Date : 23 February 1936, Occasion : 
While addressing at Bardoli.) 


On Civil Disobedience 


A spirit of sacrifice and undergoing pain has been awoken 
among the people and we must take to civil disobedience in a 
disciplined manner so that feeling is not destroyed. . . The civil 
disobedience idea would be useful only if we can continue our 
constructive work and that work is not interrupted because 
some workers have courted arrest. 


(Date : 29 April 1923, Occasion : On Civil 
Disobedience Movement before C.W.C. decision.) 


No country has got most precious object like flag without 
sacrifice. Today we are fighting for retention of our flag. . . This 
is a fight of self-defence. . . We have not the least intention of 
troubling the foreigners who are rootless vagabonds, who have 
come here to earn their bread by snatching the bread of hungry 


people. But we are determined to extricate ourselves from their 
claws. 


(Date : 1 July 1923, Occasion : Calling Gujaratis to 
participate in Nagpur Flag Satyagraha.) 


If people are united, they can put the Government on tenter 
hooks in a week’s time. 


(Date : August 1923, Occasion : During intensifying 
Nagpur Flag Satyagraha.) 


Victory does not lie in what we have achieved not even in what 


we have suffered but in our readiness to suffer more and more 
till we achieve our final goal. 


(Date : 6 September 1928, Occasion : During the 
Nagpur Flag Satyagraha.) 
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It can be no pleasure to us needlessly to expose the men, women 


and children of our country to imprisonment, lathi charges and 
worse. ` 


Date : 15 August 1930, Occasion : In a joint 
letter along with Motilal Nehru, 

M.K. Gandhi, & Jawaharlal Nehru to Sapru 
and Jayakar rejecting their contention that Civil 
Disobedience Movement harms Country, 

from Yervada Central Prison.) 


Non-Violence being assured to the end, we are certain of the 
early fulfillment of the national aspiration. 


(Date : 5 September 1930, Occasion : 

In a Joint statement with Mahatma Gandhi 
asserting India could be equal and free 
partner in Commonwealth, from Yervada 
Central Prison.) 


The War started by Mahatmaji is against two things - the 
Government and secondly against one self. The former kind of 
war is closed, but the latter shall never cease. It is meant for 
self-purification. 


(Date : 2 January 1935, Occasion : Advising the 
farmers at Ahmedabad after the close of Civil 
Disobedience Movement.) 


Congress goal is of complete Independence. They could not gain 
freedom without sacrifices. 


(Date : 27 January 1936, Occasion : 
Speaking on the occasion of Independence Day 
celebrations at Congress House, Ahmedabad.) 


_ Whatever the feeling of the intelligentsia amongst the 
minority community the masses need to be approached and 
their response to the call of freedom from political and economic 
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bondage and slavery will be as full and as spontaneous as that 
of any other community. 

(Date : 15 March 1937, Occasion : Congress 

working Committee's Review at Wardha about 

Parliamentary Committee Work under Sardar's 

Presidentship during 1936 election.) 


The struggle in British India is for the country’s freedom... .It 
is for the freedom of thirty-five crores of people, including those 
of the Indian States. 


(Date : 10 May 1938, Occasion : Sardar Patel 
supports the Mysore people’s agitation for 
responsible Government.) 


If we work our machine in the right spirit and manner we shall 
be able to conquer power even without struggle. 


(Date : 9 May 1939, Occasion : Addressing the 
delegates of Gandhi Seva Sangh.) 


We do not want the change of Master. No slave gains anything 
by changing his master. We have to be Independent. Only 
Independent India can give help in War. 


(Date : 25 June 1942, Occasion : 
Addressing at Vadilal Sarabhai Hospital, 
Ahmedabad.) 
To Women/Students on Struggle for Freedom 


Foreigners, who came here prior to Britishers, used to rule us 
but they did not fleece the land but these people have fleeced 
the land and turned it into a begging bowl. ... 


(Date : 30 July 1942, Occasion : Addressing 
Women’s meeting at Ahmedabad.) 


Yet you shall have to join the struggle. We shall have to take the 
risk. Government thinks that we will not be able to do anything 
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but we shall have to demonstrate that we can do anything. 


(Date : 30 July 1942, Occasion : Ibid.) 


The nation must refuse to be suppressed even though its leaders 
may be arrested, all its present organisations declared unlawful 
or any other new form of repression adopted. 


(Date : 3 July 1930, Occasion : 

Sardar Patel exhorts people to carry on 
freedom struggle in an interview to 
Bombay Chronicle.) 


I am blunt and uncultured. To me there is only one answer to 
this question. That answer is not that you should shut yourselves 
in colleges and learn history and mathematics while the country 
is on fire and everybody is fighting freedom’s battle. Your place 
is by the side of your countrymen, who are fighting the freedom’s 
battle. 


5 July 1930, Occasion : Addressing a gathering of 
College Students at Bombay.) 


If you are married to brave husbands you must give one man 
from each house for the nation’s fight. Cowards have no right to 
marry because thereby slaves are born. 


(Date : 11 July 1930, Occasion : Addressing a 

Women’s gathering at Ahmedabad.) 

What India wants is that Indian question shall be settled by 
Indians and not by England. 


Date : 20 July 1930, Occasion : Addressing the 
people of Bombay to not to trust Englishmen and 
fight for Independence.) 


Ours is a non-violent war, It is Dharma YUDDHA. 
(Date : 21 July 1930, Occasion : Addressing 
gathering of women at Mandvi, Bombay.) 
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The Government must be convinced that there shall be no peace 
in the land until the Government of the land is restored to the 


people. 


(Date : 25 July 1930, Occasion : Adressing the 
people of Surat, Gujarat.) 


The body had grown from the earth and to earth it must go. The 
head may be broken into pieces with the blows of lathi but the 
heart shall not break. The soul cannot be beaten either by lathis 
or bullets. No weapon can harm the soul. 


(Date : July 1930, Occasion : Speaking on 
Government intention to torture Political 
Prinsoners (including him) in Jail.) 


The real study is to learn the present movement of the 
country. 


(Date : 1 August 1930, Occasion : 
To Students at Surat.) 


India would have to win freedom on the Indian soil and nothing 
could be gained by trips to England. 


(Date : 17 December 1931, Occasion : His views on 
Round Table Conference during his speech at 
Madhav Baugh, Bombay.) 


That a bird when imprisoned in a cage for a long time lost its 
sight and fight. 


(Date : 16 July 1935, Occasion : Addressing the 
people of Bombay, Sardar asks them to return 
Congress candidates in Assembly with 
thumping majority.) 


Our sufferings appear too meagre in comparison to other nations 
who have scarified both for achieving and sustaining their 
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freedom. 


(Date : 18 July 1934, Occasion : Sardar exhorts 
people to be ready for more sacrifices to achieve 
Independence.) 


The struggle for freedom once started does not stop. Many 
soldiers might run away, may become approver, may change 
over to other side, but once the people's life becomes enlivened, 
it will not be in slumber. 


(Date : 3 October 1934, Occasion : 
Addressing the people at Ahmedabad on his release 
from Jail after three years.) 


Women in one way are extremely courageous. Men do not 
endure the miseries to the extent women do. . . So long as 
women are not sufficiently educated and inculcated with national 
spirit, till then there will be no prosperity. 


(Date : 3 October 1934, Occasion : Ibid.) 


So long as you do not know how to die it is useless for you to 
learn how to kill. India will not be benefited by brutal force. 
Non-violence is the ABC of Bardoli movement and the youths 
must learn that. If India is to be benefited it will be through 
non-violence. 


(Date : 5 August 1928, Occasion : Addressing 
Students at Surat.) 


A Leader is always in the fear of fall while a soldier has no such 
anxiety. 


(Date : 5 August 1928, Occasion : Ibid.) 


Two ways of building character - cultivating strength to challenge 
oppression, and tolerate the resultant hardships that give rise 
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to courage and awareness. 


(Date : 13 June 1935, Occasion : Vallabhbhai 
stressess on building character among students at 
the Rashtriya Shala Board meeting, Karadi in 
Jalalpore district.) 


If you want to swim in this world rely on your hands and feet 
and love physical labour. Everybody has been provided energy 
by the Nature, and its development either saves him or drowns 
him. 


(Date : 5 December 1938, Occasion : Speaking to 
students of Vidya Vihar, Ahmedabad.) 


Young men and women are to build-up a strong character. A 
nation's greatness was reflected in the character of her people. 
If it was sullied by selfishness, such a people could not prosper 
or achieve great things. Selfishness had its place in life as 
everyone had to look to his own needs and that of his family, 
but it could not be made the be - all and end - all of life. 


(Date : 18 September 1950, Occasion : Advising 
young men and women to build up a strong 
character at Maharashtra Youth Congress.) 


Learning without character is just a hollow mockery. 


(Date : 19 September 1950, Occasion : Advising 
young men and women to build up a strong 
character at Maharashtra Youth Congress.) 


Students union is a good name. Its mission is service of the 
nation, to build a nation and to equip themselves for the fight 
for independence of India. 


(Date : 19 July 1942, Occasion : 
Sardar Patel appeals to students to Join Quit 
India Movement.) 
18 
CC-0. Nanaji Deshmukh Library, BJP, Jammu. Digitized by eGangotri 


India is a land of immense resources of nature and manpower. 
They are awaiting exploitation and we have to make full use of 
them. That task must devolve on our youngmen. 


(Date : 5 November 1948, Occasion : Addressing a 
Convocation of Nagpur University.) 


Jalianwala Bagh 


They made little of the grave hardships and atrocities which the 
people of the Punjab endured. Murder of so many innocent men 
and women was to them nothing as compared with the honour 
of one callous Englishman : that officer they regarded as brave, 
and those innocent persons who were killed as rebels. 


(Date : 27 August 1920, Occasion : On British 
atrocities in the wake of Rawlatt Bill agitation.) 


The coming generations have a claim on us, who are their 
trustees; if we leave them only a heritage of insults and dis- 
honour of what use would all the wealth and all the comforts 
be that we may leave to them? 


(Date : 27 August 1920, Occasion : Addressing 
fourth Gujarat Political Council.) 


British lion has been offered many beasts of prey. But it is for 
the first time that it has the fortune to get such a hunt. But it 
is not easy for it to digest such a hunt. In April 1919 once before 
it had stretched its paw for this prey, but it had to leave it at 
that very moment. 


(Date : 11 March 1922, Occasion : Urging people of 
Gujarat to prove worthy of Gandhiji’s Trust.) 


The boast of the English law was that upon evidence untested 
by cross-examination none could be convicted. Yet a man has 
been hanged. . . (Bhagat Singh’s execution) 


(Date : 25 March 1931, Occasion : Condemning 
Bhagat Singh’s Execution as ‘Legal Crime’.) 
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On Swadeshi/Swaraj/Khadi 


Start Charkhas in the Schools, teach the Children to spin and 
let the Charkha enter every home. Faith in religion is not 
confined to going to temples or feeding the birds and ants. There 
are millions of people who do not have any clothes to wear. Our 
first duty, therefore, is to see that every home has a Charkha. 


(Date : 30 March 1921, Occasion : Addressing a 
public meeting at Mohasa to give up everything 
foreign and be fearless.) 


As the people lose their fear, the Government is afraid. When 
people lose their sense of fear, the country would become free. 


(Date : 30 March 1921, Occasion : Ibid.) 


A man shackled by slavery cannot defend his faith. 
(Date : 30 March 1921, Occasion : Ibid.) 


There is not much of sacrifice involved in giving up wearing 
foreign clothes. If even that much sacrifice cannot be made then 
the only way is that people should be ready to fill the jails. 


(Date : 25 September 1921, Occasion : Speaking 
before a large gathering burning and boycotting 
foreign clothes.) 


Nobody is prepared to leave the luxuries of life. Most of the 
people feel that Swaraj can come if they shout “Long live 
Mahatma Gandhi” and contribute a few rupees to the national 
movement. Gandhiji has said time and again that this is not the 
way to achieve Swaraj. 


(Date : 26 March 1922, Occasion : Speaking to the 
people after Gandhiji was sentenced to six years 
imprisonment in March 1921.) 


Foreign cloth business has ruined our country. It has made 
people irreligious and servile. The big leaders of the country are 
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making herculean efforts to make people understand their 
religious duty of using Swadeshi goods. 


(Date : 26 November 1922, Occasion : 
Addressing people of Gujarat after Gandhiji’s 
imprisonment.) 


_, Jf the dealers sell only Swadeshi cloth, then we will be able 
to stop foreign cloth trade... 


(Date : 17 December 1922, Occasion : Vallabhbhai 
Patel commends village traders and volunteers on 
boycott of foreign cloth in Gujarat.) 


Key to Swaraj rests in Swadeshi. . . 


_.. Those who have not yet been wearing Khadi, let them buy 
Khadi from today. . . 


(Date : 25 February 1923, Occasion : Urging people 
to join in 18th Khadi Procession by Gujarat 
Provincial Congress Committee.) 


If you stop foreign cloth, the use of Courts and vakils and liquor 
shops, you will be doing a good service to yourselves and the 
country. 


(Date : 16 September 1928, Occasion : Urging 
peasants of Nepani to follow example of Bardoli.) 


Independence if not granted will have to be achieved. 


(Date : 10 April 1921, Occasion : Speaking on 
Britain’s biased attitude towards India.) 


The Government of India must be run for the people of India. 


(Date : 6 June 1921, Occasion : Critisizing the 
murderous assault on Lord Hardinge in Chandni 
Chowk Sardar insists on the change of system of 

administration rather than appointing a few 
Indians on high posts.) 
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Complete peace is necessary if we want to achieve Swaraj. 


(Date : 25 September 1921, Occasion : Urging 
people to make sacrifices while addressing a large 
gathering burning foreign goods.) 


If a day comes when we are firmly united, do you think that a 
mere one lakh Englishmen would be able to continue their rule 
in India? 


(Date : 25 September 1921, Occasion : Ibid.) 


The merciful God is testing us and has given us the opportunity 
to make sacrifices. There is nothing but imprisonment, physical 
attacks, body searches, searches of our offices and breaking 
open the locks. But all these things are the harbingers of the 
coming Swaraj. . . 


(Date : 28 December 1921, Occasion : At 
Ahmedabad, Vallabhbhai’s soul stirring speech for 
establishment of Swaraj in 36th Session Indian 
National Congress.) 


If Government were honest then let them give Indians Swaraj 
and keep their promises. Indians want Swaraj now and 
immediately. 


(Date : 30 December 1921, Occasion : Vallabhbhai 
Patel refutes Lord Reading's observation that 
Independence could be got either as gift or by 
sword during his speech delivered at Ahmedabad at 
last day of Congress Session which passed 
Resolution on Civil Disobedience Movement on 20th 
December 1921.) 


There is no Justice in this Government. The Justice is like 
Andher Nagari. 


(Date : 1-2 May 1931, Occasion : Addressing the 


people of (Jalalpore Taluka) Surat, to fight for 
Swaraj and not for Tax Concession.) 


22 


CC-0. Nanaji Deshmukh Library, BJP, Jammu. Digitized by eGangotri 


When a person is prepared to go through every kind of trouble 
and pain for the achievement of a noble ideal, it gives rise to a 
feeling of awe and reverence in the minds of the people. 


(Date : 22 November 1922, Occasion : Vallabhbhai 
Patel on Gandhiji.) 


Our victory depends on our ability to suffer miseries, and being 
peaceful. . . The misery which is willingly suffered always 
produces good result. 


(Date : 16 December 1923, Occasion : 
Addressing the people of Alarsa and 
Khedasa for keeping peace.) 


The victory of satyagraha is complete where even the vanquished 
does not feel the sting of defeat but feels that he is acting solely 
under the compelling force of justice. 


(Date : 10 January 1924, Occasion : 
Congratulating the people of Borsad on the Success 
of Satyagraha.) 


So long as we do not have strength to engage in a final battle 
with the authorities we should not think of any confrontation. If 
circumstances compel us, we will not run away from fight, but 
would not start a fight without due and sufficient reason. 


(Date : 20 January 1924, Occasion : Vallabhbhai 
Patel’s call to people of Borsad.) 


You allowed your neighbour to die when he was dying, and shut 
your doors. Such cowardice will not help you to get Swaraj. 


(Date : 17 September 1924, Occasion : Lecture 
delivered by Vallabhbhai Patel in Beas village after 
the victory celebrations of Borsad Satyagraha.) 


An ox, however, does not feel it strange if the yoke is put on his 
neck. If you also do not feel it strange that you carry the yoke 
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of slavery, you will not be sorry either. But, if you are wide- 
awake, you must feel aggrieved because you are being ruled by 
others. 


(Date : 12 June 1927, Occasion : 
Speaking to Farmers of Dhoika Tehsil in 
Chalora Village.) 


(Swaraj) It will not descend from the sides, you will have to 
fight for it. . . 


(Date : 12 June 1927, Occasion : Ibid.) 


Today the government is acting like a mad elephant which 
roams about in the jungle and which tramples anything that 
comes its way. The mad elephant, in its madness, does not care 
for mosquitoes when it has already killed lions and panthers. 
(But) the mightiest of elephant falls to the ground and trumpets 
with pain throwing around its trunk if a mosquito enters its ear. 
Mosquito is a lowly creature, but it must not be afraid of the 
elephant. 


(Date : 7-14 April 1928, Occasion : Exhorting 
peasants of Valod not to be afraid of Government 
which is acting like a mad elephant.) 


A pitcher is broken into pieces, but one of these pieces is 
sufficient to break the pitcher. 


(Date : 7-14 April 1928, Occasion : Ibid.) 


He who makes sacrifices gives a firm opinion and everyone 
distinctly believes that freedom is going to be achieved, no one 
will hand it over to us on a platter. Freedom lives in villages of 
India. It is not going to come in loaded boats. 


(Date : 27 December 1934, Occasion : 
Advising peasants of Gujarat.) 


- . -If you are interested in the welfare of your country, 


cae : È rovince, 
district, city, villages, family, of your own goodself, 5 


you leave 
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aside internal dissensions, enmity, stop guarreling and try to 
understand each other, and be united. 


(Date : 27 December 1934, Occasion : Ibid.) 


If the majority were prepared to suffer and sacrifice you could 
have got your desired object. The key to Swaraj lies in the 
sacrifices of many. 


(Date : 29 December 1534, Occasion : 
Criticizing people of Baraivi, Anand Taluka, 
Gujarat.) 


If you are strong you should be united and you take it from me 
that the swaraj is yours. No one will be able to do any harm to 
you. 


(Date : 23 October 1935, Occasion : Replying to the 
address of the Prantij Taluka Local Board.) 


Today the position all over the world was that even kings were 
prepared to forsake their thrones for the sake of individual 
freedom. In the circumstances, he asked whether Indians were 
not justified in sacrificing everything for the sake of their 
country’s freedom. 


(Date : 11 December 1936, Occasion : Exhorting 
people of Bombay to support Congress candidates 
in Election.) 


The power that we want is for serving the people and to remove 
their miseries. . . Swaraj means standing on your own legs and 
not rely on anybody else’s support. If neighbour is dying of 
hunger we should give him half our bread. 


(Date : 7 April 1947, Occasion : During unveiling 
ceremony of Vithalbhai Patel’s bust in Vithal 
Kanya Vidyalaya.) 
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By simply sending our representatives to the Assembly, you 
cannot get swaraj. You must also work... 


(Date : 4 January 1935, Occasion : Speech in 
Ginning Factory at Viramgam.) 


We know thatitis very difficult to get Swaraj. To get Swaraj we 
shall haye to sacrifice a lot. 


(Date : 25 March 1935, Occasion : Addressing a 
public meeting at Godhra.) 


Freedom from foreign domination is not real freedom. We have 
to build the edifice of Swaraj now. 


(Date : 14 May 1950, Occasion : Advising young 
men in the Country whom he considered going the 
wrong way and adopting violent means.) 


A parrot which is kept in a cage for years, does not like to come 
out even if the cage is kept open. . . Our condition is also the 
same. . . Mahatma Gandhi showed us the way : “Swaraj by 
Spinning, wear Khadi and have your Swaraj”. 


(Date : 14 February 1922, Occasion : Exhorts 
people to wear Khadi and Boycott British Goods.) 
We are being rendered cowardly by wearing foreign made cloth. 


(Date : July 1930, Occasion : Addressing the 
Businessmen at Moolji Jetha Market at Bombay 
exhorting them to give up Business of 

Foreign Cloth.) 


Don’t forget that spinning wheel and khadi are at the basis of 
the boycott of the foreign cloth. 


(Date : 15 November 1930, Occasion : 
Inaugurating a Khadi Shop in Mandvi 
Mohalla, Bombay.) 
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True Swarajya lies in Khadi... 


(Date : 18 March 1931, Occasion : Inaugurating 
opening of Khadi Bazar at new premises of Stock 
Exchange, Bombay.) 


How could those give up their lives who could not boycott 
foreign cloth. 


(Date : 19 June 1931, Occasion : Distribution of 
Prizes in connection with a Spinning Competition 
at Borsad.) 


There are millions of starving men in India and it is our duty 
to bring bread to their hungry mouth. . . Charkha does not only 
stand for food to the masses, it means resuscitation of the dying 
cottage Industries of India; In fact it means revival of India’s 
past glories. 


(Date : 3 October 1931, Occasion : At a mass 
meeting of citizens of Bombay while inaugurating 
Gandhi Jayanti Week.) 


You should remember that the National Flag is made of Khadi 
and it does not contain the emblem of either a sword, rifle or 
hammer, but a spinning wheel is kept as an emblem. 


(Date : 3 October 1934, Occasion : 
Replying to the welcome address accorded to him 
at Ahmedabad.) 


When I can make my own cloth, why should you feel shame in 
putting on khadi. If you put on Khadi, you can stop 65 crores of 
rupees which are sent out. You can make the best use of these 


rupees. 


(Date : 2 January 1935, Occasion : Speech in reply 
to welcome address presented to him at Dholka 
District, Ahmedabad.) 
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It is no use building big cities at the cost of poor villages and so 
I appeal to you that Khadi is the only means which will give 
bread to millions. Just imagine how many carpenters and others 
would get their wages if rantias and charkhas are again 
introduced. So you must be bold enough to put on Khadi. 


(Date : 4 January 1935, Occasion : Addressing the 
people at the Ginning Factory at Viramgam.) 


We are losing our bread in two ways. One is the consumption of 
liquor. . . Secondly we are losing our bread because we want 
clothes. . .Learn how to spin and teach your children to weave. 
. - But a man with eyes bandaged and cannot see, is more foolish 
than those considered to be unintelligent. 


(Date : 3 March 1935, Occasion : Addressing the 
people of the Eighth Raniparaj Conference at 
Baroda.) 


We must thank God for giving us air and water. . . .Now what 
remains? Cloth, for that we have to work. 

(Date : 7 March 1942, Occasion : During lecture 

given in Village of Hajira District, Surat.) 


Third wall of Swaraj edifice was Swadeshi i.e. Khadi. . . It is 
surprising that though so much cloth is produced in India, there 
is shortage of the commodity. i 


(Date : 5 January 1947, Occasion : Speaking before 
the Congress workers in Gujarat Vidyapeeth.) 
Village Industries 


Mahatmaji has formulated a plan to revitalise village industries. 


If we implement it, a great power will have been generated 
including amassing of wealth... 


(Date : 2 January 1935, Occasion : Paying homage to 
Vithalbhai Patel at Nadiad.) 
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Cities have been built on the ruins of villages, so long as 
millions are turned poor everyday, India is not going to prosper. 


(Date : 2 January 1935, Occasion : Ibid.) 


Freedom is going to be built up from bottom and not going to fall 
from above. 


(Date : 2 January 1935, Occasion : Ibid.) 


All the cities are flourishing at the cost of villages. Our women 
have also left manual labour and so our health is also 
degenerating. You must give up idleness. . . 


(Date : 2 January 1935, Occasion : Response to the welcome 
address by the people of Bavla District, Anmedabad.) 


There should be no touchability or untouchability disputes. 
(Date : 2 January 1935, Occasion : Ibid.) 


We are slaves. What religion are we supposed to have? Our duty 
is to unite. Freedom shall be won on the shaking up of our 
weaknesses. 


(Date : 3 January 1935, Occasion : Addressing the people of 
various villages in Ahmedabad district.) 


Happiness and misery are the concomitants of one’s mental set 
up. A human being will not be able to know what happiness is, 
so long as he is not aware of his own limitations. Do not 
entertain the idea that only rich people roll in happiness. The 
very thought of such happiness is illusory. . . The persons who 
repent their detention in jail are cowards and only they become 
unhappy. 


(Date : 3 January 1935, Occasion : Ibid.) 


True socialism lies in the development of the village industries. 
We do not want to reproduce in our country the chaotic conditions 
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prevalent in the western countries consequent on mass 
production. 


(Date : 4 January 1935, Occasion : On Development of 
Village Industries.) 


Those who have taken a firm decision to spend their lives in 
villages, are there to uplift the people of villages. We have not 
gone to the village to oblige people but we have love to serve 
them... 


(Date : 9 May 1940, Occasion : Speaking to village workers 
at Bardoli for Rural uplift.) 
Real India is in villages. We have to uplift the villages. 
(Date : 6 July 1947, Occasion : During foundation laying 
ceremony of Agricultural College at Anand.) 
Cities do not make the state, villages are its real backbone. 
(Date : 7 October 1950, Occasion : Assuring people of 
Ahmedabad for early responsible Government.) 
To Business Community 


The Business Community should read the newspapers and keep 
themselves abreast about the proceedings of the legislature and 
political problems of the country. 


(Date : 25 August 1918, Occasion : Addressing the 
merchants of Ahmedabad in a Public Meeting where both 
(Hindu & Muslim) merchants were present in large numbers.) 


. . Bulk of the trade in India was in the hands of the foreigners 
and Indian business community would not prosper until that 
business was transferred into the hands of the Indians. 


(Date : 26 August 1936, Occasion : 
Speaking to businessmen at the Cotton Market 


Street, Bombay.) 
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Character is very essential for real success. One who has no 
character can succeed neither in politics nor in commerce... 
Commercial morality is very necessary in business. Without 
honesty and mutual confidence it is impossible to achieve success. 
_. Intelligence is also necessary for success in the commercial 
field. Fate also has its own place but without character and 
commercial morality everything else fails. 


(Date : 19 July 1940, Occasion : Inaugural address at the 
opening ceremony of the Govindram Seksaria College of 
Commerce, Wardha.) 


1 should like to appeal to the mill-owners not to be led away by 
any talks of ending capitalism. Wealth can be usefully destroyed 
only if wealth is produced elsewhere. Otherwise a country must 
face ruin rapidly. 


(Date : 30 October 1948, Occasion : 
Appealing to mill-owners while addressing the 
citizens of Bombay.) 


There can be no objection to your earning more so long as you 
earn it openly and with the co-operation of Government. You 
must make a contribution to the lowering of prices. 


(Date : 30 October 1948, Occasion : I bid.) 


Industrialists should be prepared to sacrifice their profits in the 
interests of their country. Black marketing, profiteering, cornering 
of Business, all this must go. 


(Date : 16 January 1950, Occasion : 
Addressing a mammoth gathering of people at Brigade 
Parade Ground in Calcutta.) 


The future of India depends on whether we step up production 
of food, cloth, iron and steel, cement and other essential articles 
both for civil population and defence needs. 


(Date : 20 January 1948, Occasion : Addressing the 
labourers at Kamdar Miadan, Bombay.) 
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We must remember that socialism in England came after England 
had advanced considerably on the road to Industrialization. . . 
any promotion of a conflict between labour and capital at this 
stage would deal a disastrous blow to India’s Industrial future. 
. . You should realize that Industry is to be established before it 
can be nationalized. 


(Date : 7 January 1948, Occasion : 
Speaking at a luncheon given in his honour by 
Mr. Badridas Goenka.) 


Against Council Entry 


People, would be awakened’ not by entering Councils but by 
working outside them. 


(Date : 21 May 1923, Occasion : 
Addressing a public meeting at Ahmedabad.) 


A man who tries to ride two horses, eventually falls to the 
ground... A fighter who tries to choose his horse once he had 
entered the battle is sure to lose. 


(Date : 6 December 1923, Occasion : 
Addressing the people of Borsad Tehsil, Gujarat.) 


I may tell you that you need not depend on handful of educated 
men who claim to represent you, and to deliver you from the 
bondage of another handful that governs three hundred million 
people as so many sheep. A band of such educated people used 
to play chess with the bureaucracy on a board arranged by the 
latter according to its own will. 


(Date : 12 December 1923, Occasion : 
Asking people to choose between the Congress and the 


Councils entry.) 


The Council would not bring “Swaraj”, we are sending our men 
to the Councils to guard against the misuse of the name of the 
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people for Government's action. Councils were only meant for 
this Seva (Service) and not for savari (Parading). 


(Date : 22 January 1937, Occasion : Addressing a big 
election meeting held at Poona City, Maharashtra.) 


On Education 


The Government would be afraid of you if ignorance is removed 
and you become brave. 


(Date : 11 January 1935, Occasion : 
Addressing people of Dabhoi Taluka, Gujarat). 


Teachers should not have any kind of bad habits... one who 
has not to shape the pots but shape a man cannot afford such 
a luxury. 


(Date : 12 June 1939, Occasion : Address at the opening 
ceremony of the Teachers Training Camp organised by the 
Ahmedabad School Board in Gujarat Vidyapith.) 


Our educational system is not Indian. We have yet to make it 
Indian. . . We have to train our youngmen to be the leaders of 
International opinion of the future. 


(Date : 15 July 1945, Occasion : Inaugurating a new College 
at Andheri, Bombay started by Bharatiya Vidya Bhavan.) 


A very great political future is opening before India and if your 
institution is able to realise the ideals with which it is started 
it would have considerably influenced the shaping of our 
youngmen for the future. 


(Date ; 15 July 1945, Occasion : Ibid.) 


The education system should be so reoriented that young men 

were taught to do things with their own hands in the agricultural 
and Industrial fields. 

(Date : 3 October 1950, Occasion : 

Addressing a mammoth public meeting at Indore.) 
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On Economic Conditions 


Until the time that the country had developed sufficient strength 
so as to compel the Central Government to release a large part 
of the revenue which was being spent on the military no 
progress was possible. 


(Date : 6 Septmber 1937, Occasion : 

Addressing a Tea Party arranged by the East 
India Cotton Judges of the High Court, where high 
Govt. officials, Foreign Consulates, MLAs & MLCs 
and other prominent citizens were present.) 


All the three parties - Labour, Capital and Government, have 
common interests and common outlook in many a field. We 
must act with mutual consultation. 


(Date : 5 January 1948, Occasion : 
Speaking on Economic policy in India at Calcutta.) 


The need of the hour, was increased production which was vital 
if India was to exist as an independent country. India also had 
an opportunity of assuming the leadership of Asia. But that 
opportunity would be missed if we could not set our own 
economy in order and advance our industries to such an extent 
as to be able to meet the requirements of deficit countries in 
Asia. 


(Date : 5 January 1948, Occasion : 
Addressing a mammoth gathering at Calcutta maidan.) 


The cumulative effect of our taxation policy. . . has adversely 
affected the investments in trade and industry, Indeed it would 
not be too wrong to say that except small savings the sources of 
mainstay of our economic power find themselves in sore straits. 


(Date : 13 November 1949, Occasion: 
Advising Industrialists during an address to the 
Standing Committee of the Central Advisory Council 


of Industries.) 
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Spend less, save more, invest as much as possible, would 
henceforward be the motto of every citizen in the country. 


(Date : 15 November 1949, Occasion : Urging 

clear cut policies and strong and determined action 
to save country from economic slavery during his 
broadcast to the Nation at New Delhi.) 


The economic malaise from which the country has been suffering 
both during and after the war has persisted. . . as we have not 
been able to ensure adequate co-ordination between the three 
parties involved, viz, Government, Industry and Labour. . . 
there has been a lack of firmness and definiteness in our action 
even when there has been precision in our ideas. 


(Date : 1949, Occasion : In a note to Nehru 
on economic malaise in Country and 
his Views.) 


On Rowlatt Bill 


In India, there is neither a jury nor any assessors. All the 
elected members are against this law but the Government 
wants to pass it and refuses to consider those representatives as 
the voice of the people. 


(Date : 2 March 1919, Occasion : Speaking 
against Rowaltt Bill during meeting with the 
Traders in Ahmedabad.) 


Our wise and able leaders were of the view that to give 
conditional help at a time of danger would not have been 
honourable. But what did we get in return for this when the war 
was over? We were given the Rowlatt act which deprived us of 
freedom of action. 


(Date : 27 August 1920, Occasion : Addressing 

the people of All India Congress Committee at 
Calcutta for condemning British Atrocities in wake 
of Rowlatt Bill Agitation.) 
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On British Justice 
The British Parliament is the last court of appeal for justice. 
(Date : 27 August 1920, Occasion : Condemning British 
atrocities in wake of Rowlatt Bill agitation.) 


If a person who has been cherishing a stone for a long time, 
believing it to be a diamond, discovers one day when he goes to 


stone, can we really blame the stone? Our condition today is 
what it is because of the blind faith we have had in British 
justice. 


(Date : 27 August 1920, Occasion : Ibid.) 


((Date : 9 August 1945, Occasion : Addressing a public 
meeting in Bombay after his release from 
Ahmednagar Fort.) 


In Japan whole cities, with children, youngmen and women, old 


people, animals were all destroyed by atom bomb. It is an 
exhibition of the limitless atrocities of western culture., 


(Date : 9 August 1945, Occasion : Ibid.) 


World War-II.) 


36 


CC-0. Nanaji Deshmukh Library, BJP, Jammu. Digitized by eGangotri 


There is no other man worst than Secretary of State for India. 
He adds insult to injury. When the time for annihilation comes 
then a person will utter non-sense like him. 


(Date : 14 March 1942, Occasion : Speaking, at 
Maskati Market, Ahmedabad, castigates British for 
ignoring India's interest during War.) 


On Supporting British in World War-II 


Who are you? What right have you to drag a country with a 
population of thirty five crores of people in War? If you behave 
inimically with us Hitler might deal with you in anyway he likes 
but thirty five crores of people will curse you, and your empire 
will crumble like a pack of cards. 


(Date : 26 October 1939, Occasion : Addressing the 
people at the Azad Maidan, Bombay criticising British 
for dragging India into War.) 


We have moral strength, we carefully take every step forward. 


(Date : 26 October 1939, Occasion : Ibid.) 


Our country is involved in a war because our nation has been 
forcibly made to join the War. The Government without the 
consent of the people has decided to plunder us. . . This 
situation is extremely dangerous. It is insult to India. If at the 
end of the War we are to break the shackles of slavery, then we 
might think of helping the War. They say “Are you fit? Go and 
solve your problems with Muslim League. If that is done, we 
will be asked to settle with rulers of native States”. 


(Date : 10 March 1940, Occasion : Insisting on an 
Assurances of Independence of India as essential for 
joining War, while speaking at Dudhia Talao at 
Navsari.) 


Let them give up power and be friendly with us and see how 
much help is being given by India. We are forty crores. We will 
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cope with seven crores of Japanese... but they say we are not 
capable of defending ourselves. We are fit only to be slaves and 
that only of theirs and of none else. This indicates their evil 
intention. 


(Date : 19 July 1942, Occasion : Criticising British 
for having no intention to curb communal agitation and 
also appealing students to join Quit India Movement in 

large numbers.) 


Is it the work of a religious person to burden a poor nation with 
huge military expenditure? So there was not enough army to 
fight the enemies, 


(Date : 2 August 1942, Occasion : Addressing the 
people at Chowpatty in Bomba y. Criticises British for 
involving India in World War- JI.) 


We tell Englishmen that we are ready to fully cooperate with 
them... We are ready to side with you in War... The Congress 
has again and again passed resolution that army should be 
Indianised. 


(Date : 18 July 1940, Occasion : Speaking to L.D. 
Arts College Ahmedabad. Feels an Independent India 
would be a better ally of British in War.) 


On Quit India Movement 


He (Gandhiji) has now said in raised voice to the Britishers “Go 
away from here to your Country”. 


(Date : 21 July 1942, Occasion : Supporting Gandhiji’s 
call to British to Quit India, Speaking to the students of 
L.D. Arts College and H.L, Commerce College Ahmedabad.) 


This war will be terminated only when India becomes 
Independent. It is the sacred duty of everybody who is born in 
India to join the Struggle. 


(Date : 2] July 1942, Occasion : Ibid.) 
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Everybody has to contribute according to his or her might in the 
struggle started by Gandhiji. . . 


(Date : 26 July 1942, Occasion : Exhorting people 

to join Quit India Movement while addressing a 
public meeting attended by about one lakh of people 
in Ahmedabad local Board.) 


Bravery of Indian soldiers is being praised but why they do not 
think that if the soldiers of India rotting in slavery can fight so 
bravely then soldiers of free India will fight more bravely. 


(Date : 26 July 1942, Occasion : Ibid.) 


On Power of Congress President 


The Congress President has no dictatorial powers. He is the 
Chairman of the well-built Organisation. . . The Congress does 
not part with its ample powers by electing any individual. No 
matter who he is. 


(Date : 28 November 1936, Occasion : Supporting 
Nehru for Congress Presidentship but puts a limit to 
the powers of Congress President.) 


The policy and programmes of Congress are determined by the 
Working Committee. The position of the President is that of a 
Chairman. 


(Date : 24 January 1939, Occasion : 
Opposing Subhas Bose for Re-election as 
Congress President.) 


The Congress can never die. The inherent strength in it will 
sustain it in all storms and stresses. . . It may become weak if 
the wrong people enter it. They will fall, and will have to leave 
the Congress ultimately. 


(Date : 3 October 1950, Occasion : Addressing a 
mammoth public meeting at Indore.) 
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On Independence 


Indian Independence means Independence of the whole of India 
in which there can be no spot or place for foreign domination 
however small it may be. 


(Date : 2 May 1946, Occasion : Assuring Goa 
Congress Committee of Congress support in their fight for 
Independence.) 


The heralding of Freedom will throw open avenues of service 
all-round and we have not enough men for the tremendous 
constructive activities. . . Young men with ability, experience 
and willingness to serve will indeed be in demand. 


(Date : 20 May 1946, Occasion : On Cabinet Mission 
Proposals to his friend at Bombay.) 


The Congress is not against keeping National Army for the 
country’s defence or keeping police for preserving internal peace 
and order. 


(Date : 1 June 1946, Occasion : Stressing that 
Constituent Assembly to be final authority regarding 
Union, Army ete... in a reply to the President of 
Andhra Swarajya Party, Bezwada.) 


On Relation with Britain 


I make bold to Say, no other people and no other country in the 
world could have forgotten and forgiven the bitterness of years 
So easily as we have done. It Was as if overnight we buried the 
past and entered upon an entirely new relationship with your 
(British) people. 


(Date : 19 December 194 7, Occasion : In a reply to Lord 
Ismay of British Conservative Party.) 


On Commonwealth Membership 
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must not be affected. . . Indeed formula evolved acknowledges 
distinction between king as head of individual state wherein he 
would be constitutional repository of authority and king as head 
of commonwealth wherein he would be mere symbol of our free 
association. 


(Date : 23 April 1949, Occasion : To Nehru 
regarding India’s membership of commonwealth as a 
Republic.) 


On Consolidation of India into one Union 


In the history of this country there has never been such 
consolidation as has been today. . . Indian history has shown in 
the past and, if we take a lesson from past history, then it is our 
duty to preserve and consolidate the hard earned freedom for 
which many people have made tremendous sacrifices. . . 


(Date : 16 May 1950, Occasion : Speaking at the 
University Stadium at Trivandrum.) 


We in this big country are in a fortunate position to have stable 
and consolidated Union which is called the Union of India and 
within which there are Unions and old provinces which are 
called states. 


(Date : 16 May 1950, Occasion : Ibid.) 


Our prestige has gone high because of Mahatma Gandhi. People 
are praising the manner in which we have achieved integration 
of the States without violence or bloodshed and by peaceful 
means and co-operation and in a spirit of cordiality. 


(Date : 25 January 1949, Occasion : 

Calling for co-operation between princes and 
people while inaugurating the Saurashtra 
Constituent Assembly.) 


The integration of smaller States with bigger units is a step in 
the right direction. . . Smaller units thereby lose certain 
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advantages in personal attention to intimate local problems but 
they gain in talents, ezperience and resources of bigger units. 


(Date : 2 August 1949, Occasion : Assuring people of 
Tehri-Garhwal on the occasion of their merger with the 
U.P. Government.) 


On Princely States 


Long years of slavery have put an end to the concept of the 
duties of a king. There is unlimited arbitration and a state of 
anarchy. The people are lifeless, without any vitality and in a 
state of penury. 


(Date : 7 April 1929, Occasion : Addressing at the Fifth 
Kathiawad Political Council at Morvi, calls Indian Princes to 
introduce Reforms in the States.) 


large tree which is the empire, but those plants have dried up. 
The anarchy which we see in the Indian States is merely a 
shadow of the anarchy which prevails in the empire. 


(Date : 7 April 1929, Occasion : Ibid.) 


People who tolerate atrocities help the state to become a tyrant. 
It is the duty of the people to fight tyranny. . . 


(Date : 7 April 1929, Occasion : Ibid.) 


The Britishers here are only a handful or very limited in 
number. Yet they are ruling us because they are united and 
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powerful. Weak as we are, we are devoid of any unity. 


(Date : 29 March 1935, Occasion : Speaking at the Praja 
Mandal Session, Baroda (Vadodra), urging Maharaja of 
Baroda to grant Responsible Government to his subjects.) 


In future no State subjects will remain under the wrong 
impression that the Congress will come and start Civil Resistance 
for removing their grievance in the States in return for their 
helping the British India in the struggle for freedom. 


(Date : 3 May 1935, Occasion : Urging the people of 
States to fight for freedom in their respective states.) 


You know the days of Rajas and Maharajas are over. They can 
only maintain their positions if they are prepared to serve as 
your servants. 


(Date : 16 December 1936, Occasion : Advising people of 
Devakottah (Ramnad District) to vote for Congress.) 


We and the whole of India is by your side. But you should show 
your stamina and awaken the people. . . Explain them that the 
autocratic and authoritative days are gone. 


(Date : 19 August 1938, Occasion : Addressing the people 
of Kathiawad to fight unitedly for Self-rule in Rajkot.) 


In this world nobody gets anything without being confronted. 


(Date : 29 October 1938, Occasion : 
Addressing a public meeting at Bhadran.) 


Before the power of the people greatest empire of the world had 
to bow down. 


(Date : 12 November 1938, Occasion : 
Congratulating People of Rajkot on Heroic Struggle 
for Self-Government.) 
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Congress has decided that it wants to keep friendly relations 
with the rulers, but if there is misrule in the state, Congress 
cannot be a silent witness to it, because British Indian People 
and native states people are one and indivisible. 


(Date : 22 November 1938, Occasion : Addressing 
the people at Ahmedabad on atrocities of Ruler of 
Rajkot.) 


There is no dearth of men or money. You remember that longer 
the struggle lasts the throne of the ruler will dismember. 


(Date : 22 November 1938, Occasion : Ibid.) 


The people of India and the States, know their duty to their 
Rajas. If the Rajas forget or disregard their sacred duty to their 
subjects, it is the fundamental duty of the subjects to bring 
them, by constitutional means, back to their right paths. 


(Date : 29 December 1938, Occasion : On 
Congress policy towards Princely States.) 


did not adopt such a policy it would lead to a conflict between 
the two Indias. 


(Date : 15 May 1939, Occasion : Appeal to the Indian 
Rulers to transfer Power to their subjects while 
presiding over the 5th Session of the Bhavnagar Praja 
Parishad.) 


.. .It is a matter of deep regret for me that it has not been 


possible for us to adopt a similar procedure for ascertaining the 
wishes of the people of the other States and Unions of States 


44 


CC-0. Nanaji Deshmukh Library, BJP, Jammu. Digitized by eGangotri 


through their elected representatives. 


(Date: 13 October 1939, Occasion : Resolution in 
Constituent Assembly on parity of States with 
Provinces.) 


It is a tragedy of modern life that the agents of a democracy 
(British) which claim to fight for the world’s freedom tolerate 
the repressive conditions in the Indian States... 


(Date : 4 December 1939, Occasion : Criticizing 

the British Government for not taking action against 
the repressive conditions in the Indian States, in his 
foreword to the Book Lawless Limbidi.) 


We were one fold slaves but they are two fold slaves, but with 
us they are also freed from slavery. We appeal to the kings also. 
I believe that at last all the kings will come round. 


(Date : 21 October 1945, Occasion : Supporting the 
Responsible Government for people of States during his 
- speech in the meeting of the citizens of Bombay.) 


At present people's voice is heard not that of kings. If the kings 
want to retain their kingship they shall have to win people’s 
good will. 


(Date : 21 October 1945, Occasion : Ibid.) 


The recent controversies among the Rulers of Indian States and 

the latest declaration of an independent status... What will be 

the fate of the feet dismembered from the body, namely, the 
Indian body politic? 

(Date : 4 April 1947, Occasion : While referring 

for the declaration of an Independent status for 

Travancore by the Dewan of that State.) 
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My humble advice to the Princes is that they cannot remain 
isolated. They cannot remain outside the Constituent Assembly. 


(Date : 4 April 1947, Occasion : Ibid.) 


In spite of Partition, it is certain that in our country the concept 
of unity of traditional culture and our mutual interest wil] 
remain intact. This is applicable to most of the native states... 


(Date : 5 July 1947, Occasion : Urging Rulers of Princely 
States to join Indian Union when a new Native States 
Department was started by Government of India.) 


(Date: 5 July 1947, Occasion : Ibid.) 


We take pride in the cultural heritage of our country. It is 
merely an accident that some persons stay in native states and 
Some in British India, . . 


(Date : 5 July 1947, Occasion : Ibid.) 


I invite kings who are my friends and their subjects to come to 
Lok Sabha with a sincere friendship and co-operation and 
sincerely sit at the feet of Mother India and frame the constitution 
for welfare of everybody... 


(Date: 5 July 1947, Occasion : Ibid.) 
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descendants of Ramachandra and Ashoka. 


(Date : 11 August 1947, Occasion : Addressing the 
small and big kings to join the Indian Union.) 


While we are engaged in negotiating with those rulers of the 
States in different regions on agreed constitutional set-up, they 
would desist from any agitation for responsible Goverment or 
for the merger of any state in larger units... 


(Date : 9 March 1948, Occasion : Press release for 
Progress of integration in terms of formation of the 
centrally administered units as the Himachal Pradesh. 
The numerous rulers of the Punjab Hill States 
numbering 21 with 9 feudatory States signed a deed 
with Indian Government to form the Union of Himachal 
Pradesh to be administered through a Chief 
Commissioner or a Lieutenant Goverrnor.) 


We praise the patriotic spirit of the Rulers who had made it 
possible for the process of integration of States to be completed 
in such an astonishingly short period. The process has begun 
only in December 1947, and with the formation of this Union it 
was nearly complete. 


(Date : 6 May 1948, Occasion : Paying tribute to 
Maharaja of Patiala for his patriotism at formation of 
Union of Patiala and East Punjab States.) 


Princes and people must learn to be equals and share the fates, 
sorrows, miseries and the pride and well-being of our nation. 


(Date : 1 October 1948, Occasion : On integration of 
Hyderabad.) 


There were 562 states, all separate units. When alien rulers left 
us we could settle that problem smoothly and without bloodshed. 
. . All this happened by mutual consultations and goodwill. 
There was no heart-burning, no discontent and no compulsion. 


(Date : 3 November 1948, Occasion : Addressing 
the Nagpur University.) 
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The success which has attended our efforts to weld India into a 
unit is in a large measure due to the awakening amongst the 
princes. They realised what their duty was. . . we should 
reciprocate and uphold the dignity and prestige of the princes. 
They should not be made to feel that they made a mistake in 
surrendering their power. On the other hand, they should feel 
that they had done a good deed. After all both their people and 
India would benefit and should prosper. 


(Date : 5 December 1948, Occasion : Inaugurating 
the first Session of the Legislative Assembly of the 
Malwa Union, Mysore.) 
On Strengthening India 


The main task before India today is to consolidate herself into 
a well-knit and united Power... 


(Date : 11 August 194 7, Occasion : Speaking to Delhi 
Citizens during Liberty Celebrations.) 


The need of the hour is to increase the wealth of the country 
and this can only be done by putting in more and more work 
and thus increasing production. . : 


(Date : 11 August 1947, Occasion : Ibid.) 


Now that Pakistan has been established, there should be no 
more fights between Hindus and Muslims. 


(Date : 11 August 1947, Occasion : Ibid.) 


We have won freedom and itis a very Significant event, Now the 
future of India lies in the hands of Indians alone. We can say 
whether they will make or mar their future? 


(Date: 8 August 1947, Occasion : Letter to his friend 
Kasturibhai regarding transfer of Sovereign power to 
India at the midnight between 14th and 15th of August.) 


Government will not tolerate any strike and we are determined 
to put an end to all quarrels. That is why the partition of the 
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country was agreed to. 


(Date : 14 December 1947, Occasion : Addressing a public 
meeting in Cuttack, Orissa.) 


This Government has not the capacity and means to undertake 
nationalization of any industry at present. If anybody talks of 


nationalization it is only for leadership and not for 
nationalization. 


(Date : 23 February 1949, Occasion : Replying to an 
address presented to him jointly by the various 
Chambers of Commerce.) 


India’s Independence would be incomplete until every Harijan 
can claim and obtain complete equality with the most highly 
placed persons in the country. . . their advancement is alike the 
duty of the State and the citizen. 


(Date : 9 May 1949, Occasion : Messages to the 
12th session of the All India Depressed Classes 
League at Gwalior.) 


Though the profession of sweepers is treated as low and unclean, 
it is undoubtedly a noble work of service to the society. Is not 
cleanliness next to godliness? 


(Date : 13 May 1949, Occasion : Messages to All 
Gujarat Conference of Sweepers. Representatives at 
Harijan Vidyarthi Ashram, Prantij.) 


Caste, community will rapidly disappear. We have to speedily 
forget all these things. Such boundaries hamper our growth. 


(Date : 16 April 1947, Occasion : Assuring Harijans a 
Place of Honour in Independent India during a Lecture 
delivered at Patidar Students Hostel at Vadodra.) 


Today when we are witnessing the fulfillments of our life’s 
ambition and participating in the victory that has crowned the 
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nation's struggle for freedom, it is our first duty to pay homage 
to the memory of those whose sacrifices have contributed so 
much to this glorious conclusion of that struggle. 


(Date : 15 August 1947, Occasion : Tribute to 
martyrs of Freedom Struggle while sending best 
wishes and greetings to the readers of the Bombay 
Chronicle on the Independence Day.) 


Worldwide tributes have been paid to India on having attained 
freedom without bloodshed. Work in such a manner that India 
could take her proper place as a great power in the comity of 
nations. 


(Date : 3 January 1948, Occasion : Addressing a 
mammoth meeting of the people of Assam.) 


To Indian Army 


Hitherto you have served under foreign rulers. Even then you 
enhanced the reputation of Indians as good fighters. . . Now 
India is free. You have your own Government. You have your 
own people as Governors and Ministers. Freedom has brought 
responsibilities in its wake. . . The first and foremost duty of a 
soldier is to live and die for his country. It is his Dharma. I am 
sure you will live up to your Dharma. You have to maintain the 
internal and external security of India. . You are not to observe 
distinctions of caste and creed. You are Indians first and Indians 
last... 


(Date : 4 January 1948, Occasion : Address to 
Assam Regiment.) 


. . We could become a strong and united people capable of 
competing with any nation and any country in this task. You 
have to play a very important role in this task. The army is 
being nationalized. Perhaps you know that now there will be no 
European in operational command. Now we have to manage the 
Army ourselves. . . You should keep above party politics. 


(Date : 4 January 1948, Occasion : Ibid.) 
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For the reconstruction of India, only two things are the needs of 
the time. A strong Central Government and a formidable army. 
By army I mean all its branches - naval, Air and Land Forces. 


For a strong army, industries for the production of necessary 
material are absolutely necessary. 


(Date : 6 January 1948, Occasion : Address at 
Lucknow.) 


If we cannot achieve good neighbourly relations by peaceful 
means, . . .then we have to be vigilant and cannot reduce the 
expenditure on the Army. . . We ourselves do not wish to fight, 
nor do we have any aggressive designs, but we shall not allow 
India’s integrity to be placed in jeopardy. We wish to be friends 
but there must be a realization of that fact from the other side. 


(Date : 6 January 1950, Occasion : Addressing a 
public meeting at Bombay stressing the need of 
maintaining Big Army.) 


On Corruption 


They shuddered at the thought of taking charge of the 
administration in which corruption was rampant from top to 
bottom. . . .Corruption was prevalent throughout the country 
and the Congress leaders who were released could not tolerate 
it. If they were not in power to stamp it out they would mobilise 
public opinion against those who were found to be corrupt. 


(Date : 3 August 1945, Occasion : Addressing a large 
meeting of Nationalist Students.) 


. . A centralised machinery independent of province, is only 
body that can effectively check all this deliberate bungling and 
black marketing, corruption and bring to light by impartial 
scrutiny features that need to be ruthlessly suppressed. 


(Date : 12 March 1947, Occasion : Letter to Rajaji, 
Member, Industries and Supplies regarding 
corruption in distribution of yarn in Bengal.) 
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On Kashmir 


Even an inch of Kashmir will not be yielded. India wanted to be 
liberal in settling affairs with Pakistan and wanted to live and 
let live. But if Pakistan wanted to shell India with the money 
received from India, it could not be allowed. 


(Date : 5 Jan uary 1948, Occasion : Addressing a 
mammoth gathering at Calcutta maidan.) 


Kashmir is a different problem. The Pakistan Government is 
Saying that the tribesmen have become infuriated and are 
attacking, looting, etc. But everyone knows it is not the work 
merely of raiders. . . India will not desert Kashmir even if 


(Date : 17 December 1 947, Occasion : Addressing a 
public meeting in Jaipur.) 


With regard to Kashmir we Say it is better to have an open fight 
than to have disguised warfare. It was for this reason that we 


territory. 


(Date : 3 Jan uary 1948, Occasion : Speech before half a 
million listeners in Bengal on India’s variegated ills and 
stupendous problems of reconstruction.) 


We want to live in peace and let Pakistan live in peace; but if 
Pakistan is itching for conflict and war, it should come out in the 
open instead of resorting to back-door tactics in Kashmir. 


(Date: 7 January 1948, Occasion : Addressing One 
lakh people at Lucknow.) 


On Accession of Hyderabad 


I see no alternative but to insist on the Nizam’s accession to the 
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Dominion of India. The least variation in the Instrument of 
Accession or arrangement. . . would create the impression that 
advantage lay in holding out rather than coming in. . . This is 
bound to have most unfortunate consequences in our future 
negotiations for accession to the Union. 


(Date : 24 August 1947, Occasion : Letter to Lord 
Mountbatten regarding Accession of Hyderabad.) 


Looking to all conditions connected with question of a settlement 
with Hyderabad State, we adopted a go-slow policy deliberately, 
because of distrust and suspicion between the two big 
communities. . . 


(Date : 18 January 1948, Occasion : At a Press 
Conference in Bombay.) 


(Because of) Heartrending atrocities perpetrated by well-armed 
Razakars and Nizam’s police and military forces on innocent 
men, women and children. . . a surgical operation was considered 
necessary to be undertaken, with all the speed and skill required 
and at minimum loss of flesh and blood. 


(Date : 17 September 1948, Occasion : 
Congratulating the countrymen, both Muslims and 
non-muslims for their unanimous support to the 
Government in the action which had to be taken 
against Hyderabad.) 


The way in which all sections of Muslim Community have 
rushed to express their approval of that action has been 


particularly gratifying. 
(Date : 17 September 1948, Occasion : Ibid.) 


What is Hyderabad? Is the Nizam Hyderabad? If the people of 
Hyderabad is Hyderabad, it is part of India. The British people 
still think that Hyderabad is a British Preserve. . . I wish we 
have no more sermons from people (British) who still believe 
that they are trustees here - the trustees of the world. They 
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must know that they had enough mismanagements in all parts 
of the world. They must now leave us alone. 


(Date : 1 October 1948, Occasion : Speech before the Officers 
and men of the Royal Indian Air Force. ) 


You know that so long as a mango is unripe if you eat it you just 
taste its sourness. When it becomes ripe it falls to the ground on 
its own accord and you can taste its sweetness. That is what has 
happened in Hyderabad. 


(Date : 6 December 1948, Occasion : Speaking in a 
civic reception to him by the citizens of Gwalior, 
Lashkar and Morar.) 


On Political Prisoners 


It is our pious duty to remember those who went to jail for the 
cause of the country... They undergo that hardship peacefully 
as they think it to be their duty. 


(Date : 14 September 1936, Occasion : Public speech at 
Ahmedabad on the death anniversary of Shahid Jatindas.) 


On Hindusim 


We are also Hindus. We do not believe in killing our opponents 
as some of our critics do. 


(Date : 6 December 1948, Occasion : Speaking in a civic 
reception to him by the citizens of Gwalior, Lashkar and Morar.) 


how young he was, but he did not raise the cry of Hinduism in 
danger. Religion is a matter between the man and his Maker, 


(Date : 15 May 1950, Occasion : Addressing a public 
meeting at Ernakulam.) 
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People who say that Hinduism is in danger do not realize that 


Hinduism is in danger because Hindus have not followed 
Hinduism. They take wrong means. 


(Date : 15 May 1950, Occasion : Speaking at the 
University Stadium at Trivandrum.) 


Hindu-Muslim Relation 


Even today, our Muslim brothers continue to believe that since 
the Hindus are in a majority, they, the Muslims would be able 
to defend their rights so long as the British Government continues 
to rule India. But those very Muslims have started believing 
Hindus are their friends. 


(Date : 30 March 1921, Occasion : Addressing a 
Public meeting at Mohasa.) 


We have tried to overcome our weaknesses honestly and in a 
definite manner. The proof, if any proof is needed, is Hindu- 
Muslim unity. . . Similarly, we have established cordial relations 
with Parsis, Christians and other citizens of the country. 


(Date : 28 December 1921, Occasion : Speaking at 
Reception Committee of 36th Session of Indian National 
Congress at Ahmedabad.) 


I call upon Hindus to follow Mahatma Gandhi in his creed of 
non-violence. 


(Date : 12 November 1947, Occasion : Speaking at a 
public meeting in Rajkot.) 


I want Hindus and Muslims to forget the past and to live 
happily together. To make it possible, let Muslims in India 
search their conscience and ascertain if they are really loyal to 
this country. If they are not, let them go to the country which 
claims their allegiance. 


(Date : 12 November 1947, Occasion : Ibid.) 
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Having removed from within us our weaknesses, we have seen 
to it that we do procure the Purity of heart with a true 
conscience and earnestness. The most direct evidence of this is 
(in) the Hindu - Muslim unity. Up to this time we never had 
faith in each other, and we used to take each other (Hindus and 
Musalmans) to be the natural enemies of each other, but now we 
have commenced to love each other and have been living on 
terms of complete intimacy... On similar terms of friendship 
have we been living with parsees, christians and other countrymen. 


Let those who talk of communal representation and seats in the 
Council, come with me to rural India where there was no 
communal problem to solve. The only problem faced by that part 
of India was the problem of hunger and of bread. 


(Date : 25 February 1931, Occasion : Condemning 
plea for communal representation while speaking at 
Delhi.) 


I can at once say that the Communal Award has been created 
by the British Government in order to divide the communities 
in India and make them politically antagonising to one another, 
It is a trap, a very clever trap and we are asked to walk into it, 


(Date : 9 October 1934, Occasion : Speech at Shivaji Park, 
Dadar (Bombay) before a mammoth gathering in connection 
with Gandhi Jayanti celebration.) 


everlasting political unity between all communities in this 
country. 


(Date : 9 October 1934, Occasion : Ibid.) 


. . .No democratic institution can stand for a day if everyone 
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belonging to it took into his head to defy it both in word and 
action. 


(Date : 9 October 1934, Occasion : Ibid.) 


If in any way and from any reason your conscience bites you in 
voting for the Congress please do not vote..But for God's sake do 
not play into the enemy’s hand by creating issues which do not 
exist. 


(Date : 9 October 1934, Occasion : Ibid.) 


I desire that there must be unity between different communities. 
But if we want a real unity then persons who are behind such 
heinous acts should be found out and we should not leave them 
till they are remorseful for what they have done. They should 
not be given opportunity to think that we are fools and weaklings. 
Some might tell us to forget what has happened, but that advice 
is like asking you to believe that day is night and night is day. 


(Date : 16 May 1939, Occasion : Addressing a public meeting 
in Bhavnagar on communal killings.) 


..J am an enemy of cowardice. I do not want to be with cowards. 


(Date : 16 May 1939, Occasion : Ibid.) 


Much can be done by love, but nothing by holding a pistol to our 
heads. You (Muslim League) cannot get your object by threats. 
If you are still keen on Freedom, “come, let us sit together like 
two brothers and arrive at a settlement. . .” 


(Date : 2 August 1946, Occasion : Inviting Muslim League 
for joint discussion on Cabinet Mission Proposals.) 


Unfortunately the Muslim leadership of today has chosen to 
take a different course. We all feel ashamed of what has 
happened in Calcutta. No Indian can help feeling sorry about it. 
It has brought discredit to the country and has disgraced the 
League all over. 


(Date : 25 August 1946, Occasion :On Muslim 
League activities.) 
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Calcutta and Bengal have called us for a long time and our 
minds and hearts have been full of the tragedies that have 
taken place in this great city and the premier province of India. 


(Date : 4 November 1946, Occasion : Appealing 

for cessation of violence particularly Calcutta and 
Bengal alongwith other interim Government 
Ministers viz. Nehru, Liaquat Ali Khan and Sardar 
Abdur Rab Nishtar.) 


They can ask for Pakistan; they can ask for all India. But this 
method would not pay... Poison would produce poison and the 
sword would ultimately have to be met by the sword. 


(Date : 25 November 1946, Occasion : Speaking 
against the political policy of the Muslim League at 
the open session of the Congress.) 


Why should a Muslim caucus hold these positions which give 
them opportunity to keep contacts with the Political Department 
and the Viceroy and thus utilize the whole organisation for 
communal purposes? 


(2 December 1946.) 


Partition of India became inevitable due to Muslim League’s 
attitude to interim Government and Pro-Muslim League 
behaviour of Muslim Government officers. . : 


(Date : 11 August 1947, Occasion : Speaking to Delhi 
citizens during Liberty Celebrations.) 


We have just heard people shouting that Muslims should be 
removed from India. Those who do so have gone mad with 
anger. At the same time, we have to sympathise with such 
people who have lost their dear ones and their valuables. People 
in thousands are pouring into Kathiawar deprived of everything 
that they possessed. Anger rules their hearts... But we have to 
tolerate all this. . . we have to govern also. If we cannot act as 
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trustees to the entire population irrespective of caste, creed or 
religion, we do not deserve to be where we are. 


(Date : 16 January 1948, Occasion : Replying to civic 
address of the Bombay Corporation.) 


Where from have so many Muslims come? Most of them have 
only come out of the Hindu fold. It is our own fault. Even today 
we do not understand it. Untouchability is still there. 


(Date : 10 October 1950, Occasion : Addressing a 
big public meeting at Hyderabad.) 


The Muslim League call me as their greatest enemy. Formerly, 
they used to call Mahatma Gandhi as their enemy number one. 
Now they think of Gandhiji as their friend and have substituted 
me in his place for I speak the truth. They believed that if they 
had Pakistan they would ensure full protection to Muslims. But 
have they ever thought of Muslims living in India? Have they 
ever sympathized with them? 


(Date : 6 January 1948, Occasion : Addressing the 
Muslim Community at Lucknow he appeals to them 
to give their loyalty to India.) 


On Minorities 
Congress welcomed the co-operation of all. 


(Date : 20 July 1937, Occasion : Urging Congress 
Ministries to safeguards the interest of all the 
communities.) 


Fundamental Rights Committee’s report. . . cover a very wide 
range of the rights of minorities which give them ample 
protection. . . Such as representation in legislatures. . . there 
should be no more separate electorates and we should have joint 

electorates. . . 
(Date : 27 August 1947, Occasion : Participating in the 
Constituent Assembly debates on Minority rights.) 
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Due share to all minorities guaranteed - In the all India and 
Provincial Services, the claims of all the minorities shall be kept 
in view in making appointments to these Services consistently 
with the consideration of efficiency of administration. 


(Date : 28 August 1947, Occasion : In Constituent 
Assembly debates, Clause-9.) 


The situation in the Punjab is incomparable to what it was in 
Bihar. More than 50,000 people just have lost their lives. The 
situation in the Hajara District is most alarming. It is the 
fortress of the League and its word is like a writ there. In 
Rawalpindi and Multan districts, several villages have been 
turned to ashes. 


(Date : 24 March 1947, Occasion : Stating the 
deplorable situation at Punjab in West Pakistan in his 
reply to Gandhiji's letter.) 


It is no use disguising the fact that the minorities in Western 
Punjab will not have an easy time in the near future. If the past 
is any indication of the future, there is no doubt that there is 
considerable room for anxiety and apprehension. 


(Date : 3 July 1947, Occasion : Replying to the 
Secretary, Western Punjab Minorities Convention, 
Rawalpindi.) 


On Majority Community 


The majority community. . . should treat the minorities 
generously and create a sense of confidence in them, while it 
would be the duty of the minority communities to forget the 
past and to reflect on what the country had suffered due to the 
class and communal divisions. . . 


(Date : 26 May 1949, Occasion : Appealing to 
Majority Community in Constituent Assembly (as the 
Chairman of the Advisory Committee for Minorities.) 
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On Communalism, Casteism and Corruption 


Public interest is not taken into account in the appointments, 
transfers and secondment of teachers to the teacher's training 


schools, communalism, casteism, nepotism and vested interests 
are ruling the roost. | 


(Date : 7 November 1935, Occasion : Presidential 
address at the Third Local Self-Government Conference 
at Broach, Gujarat.) 


On Refugees Plight 


To the people of Delhi I make an earnest appeal not to lose their 
sense of proportion and be carried away by a false sense of 
sympathy towards bleeding Punjabi's. . . .The refugees from the 
neighbouring provinces coming to Delhi will be abusing the 
hospitality of the people of Delhi if they do not show self- 
restraint and behave as good citizens. 


(Date : 8 Septmber 1947, Occasion : As Home 
Minister appealing to Delhi Police to supress communal 
disturbances impartially.) 


Let not any one remain under the impression that we are not 
fully alive to the dimensions of sufferings and misery that have 
been inflicted on our unfortunate brethren and sisters on other 
side. What stares us starkly in the face is not only these 
sufferings and miseries but also the fate of countless men, 
women, and children stranded there... 


(Date : 13 September 1947, Occasion ; Appealing to 
the citizens of Delhi to contribute their utmost to the 
maintenance of Law and Order and essential services.) 


This stupendous task is going to consume every ounce of energy 
and every bit of our resources. To place any obstacles in the way 
of its fulfilment or to divert our attention from it involves 
playing with the lives of millions of men, women and children 
who are lying in hourly peril and whose patience and resistance 
are wearing away every moment. 


(Date : 13 September 1947, Occasion : Ibid.) 
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The butchery of innocent and defenceless men, women and 
children do not behove brave men. It is the war of the jungle 
and the hallmark of inhumanity and barbarism. . . 


(Date : 30 September 1947, Occasion : Appealing to Sikhs in 
Amritsar to allow peaceful passage to Muslim population 
migrating to Pakistan in a mammoth gathering at Amritsar.) 


We must remember that the lives of millions are at stake and 
they cannot be gambled with to satiate the spirit of vengeance 
or retaliation in us. 


(Date : 30 September 1947, Occasion : Ibid.) 


They (Sikhs) should allow free and unmolested passage to the 
Muslim refugees, “Let there be a truce” for three months in 
which both sides can exchange their refugees. This sort of truce 
is permitted even by laws of war... 


(Date : 1 October 1947, Occasion : In his address to a 
mass meeting at Amritsar.) 


The people of East Bengal are in a sad plight. .. The Hindus 
who have left East Bengal and are now in India as refugees, 
must return there. India cannot undertake that burden and will 
be faced with serious problems if they were to remain here and 
others were to follow. .. The Pakistan Government must create 
conditions for the peaceful stay of these persons in their own 
homes. They must protect them from harassment or persecution. 


(Date : 17 December 1948, Occasion: Ina fiery 
debate on refugee rehabilitation at the Jaipur Session of 


the Congress (1948)) 


Make way for the refugees with your (Sikhs) own force of 
volunteers and let them deliver the refugees safely at the 
frontier. Let the whole world see that we mean well and we 


mean business and it is they who have evil intentions and evil 
designs. 


(Date : 1 October 1947, Occasion : In his address toa 


mass meeting at Amritsar.) 
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On Social Evils 


In this world, the condition of Hindu widow is most tragic. The 
social taboos and the social behaviours are so cruel that she 
finds life unbearable. 


(Date : 1 December 1944, Occasion : During his 
imprisonment at Ahmednagar Fort writes to his 
daughter Maniben Patel who was in Yervade Central 
Prison about the deplorable condition of Hindu widows.) 


You must give up liquor, adopt Khadi and the Charkha and then 
you would find that the blessings of heaven will come down on 
you like a shower. 


(Date : 6 May 1926, Occasion : In his Presidential 
address at Raniparaj Council, Bardoli.) 


“Preeti Bhojans” are still going on. Is it not ridiculous to eat 
“Ladoos” after the death of our nearest or dearest? . . why not 
spend that sum in the interest of the public? You can give a sum 
in charity. 


(Date : 2 January 1935, Occasion : Speaking to the 
people of Dholka, District Ahmedabad.) 


You must fix up a particular age for marriage. By child marriages, 
the country will degenerate. 


(Date : 2 January 1935, Occasion : Ibid.) 


Please understand that you are killing your daughters. You 
must reduce the expenditure on community feasts. You must 
stop the murders of children in the name of honour. Do not 
marry off your daughters till they attain the age of 18. 


(Date : 12 June 1927, Occasion : Speaking to 
the farmers of Dhoika Tehsil in Chalora village, 
Gujarat.) 


To perform 12th day Shraddha by incurring debt is nothing 
more than vanity, which is akin to killing a family after the 
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deceased. 


(Date : 10 March 1935, Occasion : Speaking to the 
people of Kandhali, Matar Taluka, Gujarat.) 


To spend lavishly in marriage ceremonies in these hard times is 
also a sin. 


(Date : 10 March 1935, Occasion : Addressing at the 
Peasants congregation at Kandhali, Gujarat 
condemning social evils among rural people.) 


A drunkard can never become a man of character. He does not 
have sense of good or evil. He is not able to control himself. 
Therefore, give up drinking for ever. 


(Date : 13 June 1935, Occasion : Speaking to the 
people at Matwad, Gujarat.) 


No one should spit on the roads, should not throw remnants of 
eatables on the streets, and should not make the places dirty. 


(Date : 24 October 1935, Occasion : Speaking at 
Prantji Municipality.) 


On prohibition 


Create such an atmosphere in every nook and corner of the city 
that none should doubt that the government should retrace its 
steps from the policy of prohibition. . . The two great religions 
namely - Hinduism and Islam, prohibit drink... Prohibition was 
the foundation of Swaraj designed by Mahatma Gandhi. 


(Date : 22 July 1939, Occasion : Addressing a large 
rally of voluteers of the Gujarat Seva Dal at Ahmedabad 
in connection with the Prohibition Day.) 


Prohibition is only one item in the Congress programme of rural 
uplift. 


(Date : 23 July 1939, Occasion : Speech at 
Ahmedabad on Prohibition.) 
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Thousand of poor labourers might be destroying themselves 


falling a prey to evil habit of drinkin d thei i 
children have a dark future, SEEN WA 


(Date : 6 August 1939, Occasion : Addressing at a 
huge public meeting in Bombay.) 


The hard earned money to toiling for ten hours in factories by 
Harijans and other backwards classes was being washed away 
in the drains of liquor shops. 


(Date : 6 August 1939, Occasion : Ibid.) 


On Bengal Famine 


i 
It was a matter of shame that while people were dying, others 
were found trading on death and making money out of it. 


(Date : 28 June 1945, Occasion : Castigates 
Government negligence in checking Black Marketing 
during Bengal Famine.) 


I have my deepest sympathy for the people of Bengal in the 
afflictions that the separation of the East from the West Bengal 
has brought about. We have all been deeply affected by it. But 
it is now profitless to go into the question as to why did we 
accept it. 


(Date : 3 January 1948, Occasion : In his speech 

before a veritable sea of humanity exceeding half a 
million listeners and appealing for united action to deal 
with industrial unrest in Bengal.) 


Despite partition, there is no reason, however, for a wall of 
hostility between the East and West Bengal. You have one 
language, common culture, common traditions and a common 
way of life. All these, inevitably, should draw people together. 


(Date : 3 January 1948, Occasion : Ibid.) 


We have carried out an exchange of 40-50 lakhs of people on 
each side. Any Government in the world have been overwhelmed 
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by such tremendous responsibilities, but thank God, we have 
weathered the storm and turned the corner. 


(Date : 3 January 1948, Occasion : Ibid.) 


You had to suffer grievously under them (Muslim League). How 
can Bengal or even the rest of India, forget those days of “direct 
action” and the situation in Calcutta which followed in its wake? 
You survived those shocks also. 


(Date : 16 January 1950, Occasion : Addressing gathering of 
about halfa million at the Brigade Parade Ground, Calcutta.) 


On Socialists 


iy 


Socialism could not be brought about by reading Lenin or by 
discussions. 


(Date : 16 July 1934, Occasion : After his release from Jail 
makes a fervent appeal - exhorting the people of Bombay 
particularly the Congress Socialist Congress ranks.) 


There are 84 castes among the Brahmans whereas it would be 
seen there are 85 different types of Socialists; That makes it 
somewhat difficult to express an opinion about Socialism. 


(Date : 31 December 1935, Occasion : Expressing his 
unhappiness over the infiltration of Socialists in the 
Congress in his letter to Rohit Mehta of Gujarat who 

had joined Socialist Party in Gujarat.) 


Comrade Lenin was not born in this country, and we do not 
want Lenin here. We want Mahatma Gandhi and Rama Chandra. 


(Date : 9 April 1938, Occasion : Giving stern 
warning to the Kisans of Bihar during his speeches at 
meeting in the district of Saran.) 


Those who preach class hatred are enemies of the country. 


(Date : 9 April 1938, Occasion : Ibid.) 
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A socialist Government in Britain is calling upon workers to 
sweat an hour more and in strange contrast here our Socialists 
and others are preaching strikes and encouraging wageboosts... 


(Date : 11 August 1947, Occasion : Speaking to Delhi 
Citizens during Liberty celebrations.) 


I feel that irresponsible utterances and embarrassing attitude 
on his part hardly justify any faith in him. I have all along been 
of the view that if the future of India is in the hands of men like 
Jai Prakash, it would probably be the most unfortunate of 
circumstances. 


(Date : 15 June 1948, Occasion : In his letter to 
Nehru expressing unhappiness over role of Socialist 
like Jai Prakash Narayan.) 


On Traitors 


There are two types of flies. One makes honey after sucking 
nectar from the flowers of the jungle, the other sits on the 
excreta and spread insanitation. One fly provides honey to the 
people and the other spreads disease. 


(Date : 4 June 1928, Occasion : Comparing 
traitors to disease spreading flies.) 


Keep it in your mind that only those will succeed in the long 
run, who are ready to lose everything for the sake of truth. 
Those who have bungled in league with the officials must come 
to grief. 


(Date : 28 June 1928, Occasion : Asking people not 
to forgive the traitors.) 


_. J ask the farmers not to spare him who betrays them. Tell 


him that we are all sailors of the same boat. Leave us in case 
you have to desert us later. 


(Date : 28 June 1928, Occasion : Ibid.) 
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On Constitution 


We have to build up this country on solid foundation... I feel 
proud - and I hope the House will feel proud that we are able 
to bring about almost unanimity in removing the past blots in 
our Constitution... 


(Date : 26 May 1949, Occasion : In Constituent 
Assembly Debates.) 


In a democracy, everything is governed by Constitution. 


(Date : 23 February 1949, Occasion : Replying to the 
people’s question against Shri C. Rajagopalachari at the 
Government House Lawns in Madras.) 


Introduces Provision of Indian Constitution 
Right to Equality 


The State shall make no discrimination against any citizen on 
grounds of religion, race, caste and sex. 


(Date : 29 April 1947, Occasion : Introducing the 
Charter of Fundamental Rights in the Constituent 
Assembly and pilots its Adoption (Clause-4)) 


On Conversion 


Conversion from one religion to another brought about by 
coercion or undue influence shall not be recognised by law. 


(Date : 29 April 1947, Occasion : Ibid (Clause -17) 


Model Constitution for Provinces 


Removable Executive 


Constitutions are always broken by the people who have gota 
desire or a will to do so. We are not wanting in instances where 
if the constitution was worked in such a manner that a Prime 
Minister or a Minister was found irremovable by a vote of the 
House, he could be removed by the bullet, so, it is no use saying 
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that an irremovable executive will be safe. . . want is real 
goodwill to work a good constitution and a spirit to work any 
constitution that you have got. 


(Date : 17 July 1947, Occasion : Pilots a Model 
Constitution for the Provinces in the Constituent 
Assembly debates (Clause - 12)) 


To the Central and Provincial Legislatures all elections be held 
on the basis of joint electorates. 


(Date : 27 August 1947, Occasion : Pilots the Charter 
of political safeguards for minorities in the Constituent 
Assembly debates.) 


Reservation of seats for the different recognised minorities in 
the various legislatures on the basis of their population initially 
for a period of ten years. 


(Date : 28 August 1947, Occasion : Ibid.) 


The position to be reconsidered at the end of that period. . . As 
a matter of general principle we are opposed to weightage for 
any minority community. 


(Date : 28 August 1947, Occasion : Ibid.) 


On Anglo-Indians 


The Anglo-Indians have special rights or rather special privileges 
or special concessions which they have been enjoying in certain 
types of services, such as the railways and some one or two 
other services. . . The gradual reduction on these concessions 
has been agreed to by them. . . It is a small community of a lakh 
of people or more, but very substantially small, spread all over 
India... 


(Date : 27 August 1947, Occasion : Ibid.) 


There shall be no reservation of seats for the Anglo-Indians, but 
the President of the Union and the Governors of Provinces shall 
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have power to nominate their representatives in the Centre and 
the Provinces respectively, if they fail to secure adeguate 
representation. 


(Date : 27 August 1947, Occasion : Ibid.) 


On Parsees 


Parsees have themselves voluntarily abandoned any concessions 
that may be given to them and wisely they have done so. But it 
is well known that though small, it is a very powerful community. 
. . They can make their way anywhere. 


(Date : 27 August 1947, Occasion : Ibid.) 


On Christians 


The Christian community. . . they have agreed to have reservation 
according to their population and they abandon the claim for 
separate electorate; there is no other safeguard that they have 
claimed. 


(Date : 27 August 1947, Occasion : Ibid.) 


Due Share of Minorities in Services 


Due share to all minorities guaranteed - in the all-India and 
Provincial Services, the claims of all the minorities shall be kept 
in view in making appointments to these services consistently 
with the consideration of efficiency of administration. 


(Date : 27 August 1947, Occasion : Ibid.) 


Abolition of Statutory Reservation of Seats in Legislatures 


Abolishing Statutory Reservation of Seats in Legislatures for 

Religious Minorities and for Extending Reservation for Scheduled 
Castes Sikhs. . . 

(Date : 25 May 1949, Occasion : In Constituent 

Assembly Debates.) 
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Scheduled Caste Sikhs do not reflect credit on the Sikh 
Community. . . They have been the most down trodden people 
absolute dust with the dust. 


(Date : 26 May 1949, Occasion : Ibid.) 


I do not grudge this concession to the Sikhs. I will ask the Sikhs 
to take control of the country and rule. They may be able to rule 
because they have got the capacity, they have got the resources 
and they have got the courage. In any field, either in agriculture, 
in engineering or in the Army, in any walk of life you have 
proved your mettle. . . That is why I am asking the Scheduled 
caste people also to forget that they are Scheduled Castes. 


(Date : 26 May 1949, Occasion : Ibid.) 


Look at the Army. Are they (Sikhs) not very heavily over 
weighted? What have we done? We are under their protection 
and we trust them and not a single army officer is disloyal to us. 


(Date : 14 October 1949, Occasion : Denies Breach of 
Promise to Sikhs over Reservations in Services in 
Constituent Assembily Debates. 


After all, what is the Sikh Community backward in? Is it 
backward in trade? Is it backward in Industry or Commerce or 
in anything? Why do you consider yourselves to be backward? 


(Date : 14 October 1949, Occasion : Ibid.) 


On Nationalization 


Nationalization is worthwhile only if we can manage to run the 

industries. 
(Date : 30 October 1948, Occasion : Speaking to people of 
Bombay on the eve of his 74th Birthday.) 


I can neither understand nor appreciate the attempts that are 
being made in various places to hoist the National Flag on 
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buildings against the wishes of their proprietors. To hoist the 
flag on buildings of Bar Associations has no meaning. 


(Date : 2 October 1937, Occasion : Writing a letter to Dr. 
Rajendra Prasad from Congress House, Bomba y.) 


While the tricolour had brought about unity without the use of 
violence, the banners of the other nations signified unity achieved 
by means of force. . . 


(Date : 27 November 1939, Occasion : Unfurling the 
National Flag at the Congress House, Bombay.) 


It is the duty of every Congress man and woman to work in the 
direction of bringing about a change of heart amongst those who 
dislike the tricolour. 


(Date : 27 November 1939, Occasion : Ibid.) 


On Pakistan 


.. Pakistan misses no opportunity of defaming and blackmailing 
us all over the world, whether there is occasion for it or not. So 
we have to be Specially careful. They break promises and charge 
us with breach of faith, and yet we cannot solve it without 
reference to the other countries or without any regard for its 
reaction in other countries, 


(Date : 14 October 1949, Occasion : In Constitutent 
Assembly Debates.) 


India harbours no ill-will against Pakistan. . . 


(Date : 11 August 1947, Occasion : Addressing the 
citizens on Liberty Celebrations Da iy at Delhi.) 


I bear no ill-will towards Pakistan, I wish them God-speed. . . 


we only wish to be left alone so 


that both can live in peace and 
happiness. 


(Date : 13 November 194 7, Occasion : Addressing 
the citizens at Rajkot.) 
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We have decided to hand over 55 crores of rupees which we had 
agreed to allocate to Pakistan out of our cash balances. I can 
assure you that when we settled this sum, we acted in a spirit 
of generosity and goodwill. 


(Date : 17 January 1948, Occasion : Grieved over 
Gandhiji’s fast and exhorted people for communal 
harmony in a civic reception by Bombay 

i Corporation.) 


In the division of assets, we treated Pakistan generously but 
obviously we cannot tolerate even a pie to be spent for making 
bullets to shoot at us. 


(Date : 3 January 1948, Occasion : Speaking at 
Calcutta on growing disruptive trends in the 
partition-afflicted Bengal.) 


We have successfully and effectively carried out the division of 
Armed Services, Stores - Civil and Military, and of many large 
undertakings incidental to partition. We have settled all this out 
of court. 


(Date : 3 January 1948, Occasion : Ibid.) 


. . Practically no help of the Arbitral Council was sought for 
setting any of the outstanding points relating to partition 
involving the division of assets and liabilities of the undivided 
India as also the division of its Armed and Service Personnel, 


etc. 
(Date : 3 January 1948, Occasion : Ibid.) 


I am sorry to find that the poison of hate which the League was 
spreading in India is being continued with redoubled vigour in 


Pakistan. 


(Date : 28 September 1948, Occasion : In his 
letter to Mr. Suhrawardy.) 
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On Partition 


The present situation was created as a result of joint conspiracy 
between Mr. Jinnah, Mr. Churchil and Mr. Amrey. 


(Date : 16 June 1947, Occasion : Patel and Nehru 

explain to AICC delegates the issue either to accept 

Partition or face anarchy.) 

The partition, he hoped, however removed the poison from the 

body politic of India. This he was sure, would result in the 

seceding areas desiring to reunite with the rest of India. India 

was one and indivisible. One could not divide the sea or split the 

running waters of a river. The Muslims had their root in India. 

Their sacred places and their cultural centres were located here 
in India. 


(Date : 12 August 1947, Occasion : Addressing a 
mass meeting held in connection with the Liberty Week 
Celebrations at Bomba y.) 


We accepted partition willingly and after a full weighment of its 
consequences. We felt that if we could not remain united we 
must part. . . We have to pay the price for our liberty. It was 
then we decided that, if the foreign government undertook to 
leave as soon as possible, the price of partition was worth 
paying for. We suffered grievously as a result of partition. A limb 
was torn asunder and we bled profusely, But it was nothing as 
compared to the troubles that would have been in store for us. 


(Date : 30 October 1948, Occasion : Speaking to 
the citizens of Bombay on the eve of his 74th 
Birthday.) 


We know that just as in securing Pakistan outside elements 
were with them, they were with them also in the nefarious 
designs they harboured. . . 


(Date : 30 October 1948, Occasion : Ibid.) 
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Integration and unity therefore, become our first essential. . . 
we have somehow survived all these dangers to our advantage 
as much as we could. We have secured for India peace and 
tranquility. . . 


(Date : 30 October 1948, Occasion : Ibid.) 


Today there is mutual trust and confidence. We only wish that 
Pakistan would not intervene any more. Their interference 
means so much more anxiety and apprehension for the Muslims 
whose self-appointed benefactors they suddenly become. 


(Date : 30 October 1948, Occasion : Ibid:) 


We lost our prestige and authority in the world through the 
bloodshed that followed partition. That prestige will return if we 
try for it. We can do it and succeed. When both the countries 
will realize that we have followed a wrong path, when they will 
feel that though India is partitioned, there is community of 
outlook and interest, when people in both countries can safely 
go from one to the other, when they realize that their friends 
and relatives live in each other’s domain and:they are 
economically united, their business interconnected, then only 
those conditions can come which will bring about real unity of 
heart. 


(Date : 3 November 1950, Occasion : Speaking at 
reception in his honour by the Ahmedabad Millowners’ 
Association and Gujarat Chamber of Commerce.) 


(On Separation of Sylhet) The separation of a limb was a sad 
affair, but amputation of the diseased limb became a painful 
necessity. . . 


(Date : 3 January 1948, Occasion : Addressing a 
mammoth meeting at Assam.) 


On Hasrat Mohani & Partition 


Maulana Hasrat Mohani had been carried by prejudices when 
he said that Pandit Nehru and Sardar Patel were responsible 
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for the partition of India. It appeared that those who were 
against partition of the country into two would have liked many 
more partitions here. 


(Date : 8 February 1949, Occasion : On Hasrat 
Mohani's opposition to the Bill which he (Sardar 
Patel) had moved for the administration of properties 
belonging to the states of Mangrol & Manavadar in 
Kathiawar, Saurashtra.) 


On Subhas Bose’s Leftist Policy 


The main charge of Subhas Bose against Rightist leaders was 
that they were guilty of a defeatist spirit, and his declaration 
that “time has come for a final onslaught against British 
Imperialism”. . . His attempt to secure unity among the Leftists 
by only condemning the Rightist as a body are hardly calculated 
to lead to unity in the Congress at any time. 


(Date : 25 June 1939, Occasion : On Subhas Bose at the 
AICC Session at Bombay.) 


It should be clear to the meanest intelligence that the statement 
he (Subhas) issued is distinctly unfriendly and, far from being 
constructive criticism. . . 


(Date : 17 July 1939, Occasion : 
On Subhas Bose’s attack on prohibition scheme of the 
Bombay government.) 


A true friend, if he cannot conscientiously help, at least does not 
obstruct. . . 


(Date : 17 July 1939, Occasion : Ibid.) 


On Gandhiji’s Decision to Retire from Congress 


If Mahatma is outside the Congress, it would be more efficient 
and he (the Mahatma) would be more helpful to it. If he remains 
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in the organisation he would only impede the organisation and 
make it weaker. 


(Date : 21 September 1934, Occasion : On Mahatma 
Gandhiji’s intention to leave the Congress [in an 
interview to Mumbai Samachar].) 


The views that have been expressed on Gandhiji’s statement by 
his friends and critics confirm me in my opinion that the 
decision to retire, that he arrived at before the meeting of the 
Working Committee in Wardha, was absolutely correct. 


(Date : 30 September 1934, Occasion : To Gujarat 
Samachar.) 


I am pleased on account of Gandhiji’s retirement from Congress. 
His retirement points out that India is not in the state of 
infancy. We are also not kids. He has taught us for the last 
twenty years. How long shall we crawl on the ground? It would 
be better for him if he finds us walking. If he moves out, either 
the nation or the Congress shall stand to benefit. 


(Date : 3 October 1934, Occasion : In reply to the 
welcome address accorded to him at Ahmedabad after 
his release from Jail.) 


The occasion today is for grief and not anger. Anger is sure to 
make us forget the great teachings which Gandhiji preached all 
his life. 


(Date : 30 January 1948, Occasion : On Gandhiji’s 
assasination in his address to the mourning nation.) 


His heart was like the sea which absorbs the waters of thousands 
of streams and rivers and swells with equal emotion on meeting 
each one of its tributaries. 

(Date : 25 January 1949, Occasion : Tribute to 


Gandhiji in the foreward to the Book “Glimpses of 
Gandhiji” by R.R. Diwakar.) 
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Our prestige has gone high because of Mahatma Gandhi. People 
are praising the manner in which we have achieved integration 
of the States without violence or bloodshed and by peaceful 
means and co-operation and in a spirit of cordiality. 


(Date : 25 January 1949, Occasion : Inaugurating the 
Saurashtra Constituent Assembly.) 


More and more people were realizing that if they wanted to 
avert catastrophe the world must follow Mahatma Gandhi. 


(Date : 31 January 1949, Occasion : Paying Homage 
to Gandhiji on his First Death Anni versary in his 
broadcast to the Nation.) 


The strength that Mahatma Gandhi had given to India was 
tremendous. It got them their independence. If they practised 
his principles they would not only attain a happier mode of life 
for themselves but also succeed in creating greater faith in his 
teachings in millions of other disturbed minds all over the 
world. 


(Date : 31 January 1949, Occasion : Ibid.) 


Are we to take Gandhiji’s name only when it suits our purpose? 
I should like to ask all those who swear by him as to how they 
reconcile their professions of faith in his mission with the every 
day breach of the principles which he taught. 


(Date : 15 November 1949, Occasion : In a broadcast 
to the nation from New Delhi on the gravity of economic 
situation in the country.) 


The difference between Gandhism and Marxism is that one uses 
the means of love the other of a sword. Mahatma Gandhi 
advises the way of sword is the way of brutes, not of human 
beings. This is Indian culture and civilisation. 


(Date : 20 January 1939, Occasion : During his speech 
at the opening ceremony of Rajpur Congress House.) 
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On Jinnah 


Jinnah has cited instance of Congress tyranny and oppression. 


They are the National Flag, the singing of Bande Matram and 
the teaching of Hindu. 


(Date : 16 December 1939, Occasion : In a statement 
to the Press on Jinnah’s baseless charges against 
Congress Ministry.) 


Joint electorates would reverse the process of the spread of 
communal hatred and distrust. But a settlement presupposes 
willingness on the part of both the parties. 


(Date : 21 April 1946, Occasion : In a letter to his friend at 
Calcutta on Muslim League tactics.) 


On Maulana 


I am finding it hard to carry on with Maulana. He is behaving 
as a despot. 


(Date : 24 February 1946, Occasion : In a letter to 
Mahatma Gandhiji.) 


On China 


The Chinese advance into Tibet upsets all our security 
calculations. Hitherto, the danger to India on its land frontiers 
has always come from the North-west. Throughout history we 
have concentrated our armed might in that region. For the first 
time, a serious danger is now developing on the North and 
North-East side: at the same time, our danger from the West or 
North-West is in no way lessened. This creates most embarrassing 
defence problems and I entirely agree with you that a 
reconsideration of our military position and a redisposition of 
our forces are inescapable. 


(Date : 4 November 1950, Occasion : In a letter to 
Sir Girja Shankar Bajpai, Secretary-General, External 
Affair Ministry regarding threat to India from China.) 
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Let us also consider the political conditions on this potentially 
troublesome frontier. Our northern or North-Eastern approaches 
consist of Nepal, Bhutan, Sikkim, Darjeeling and the Tribal 
Areas in Assam. From the point of view of communications, they 
are weak spots. Continuous defensive lines do not exist. There 
is almost an unlimited scope for infiltration. 


(Date : 11 November 1950, Occasion : In a letter to Shri 
Jawaharlal Nehru on Chinese Expansionist Plans.) 


I am sure the Chinese and their source of inspiration, Soviet 
Russia, would not miss any opportunity of exploiting these 
weak spots partly in support of their ideology and partly in 
support of their ambitions. In my judgement, therefore, the 
.. Situation is one in which we cannot afford either to be complacent 
or to be vacillating. 


(Date : 11 November 1950, Occasion : Ibid.) 


Advice to his Son and Daughter 


One must not have a disposition which would give pain to one 
self and those around oneself. Poverty is not something at which 
one should be sorry. If we have accepted poverty voluntarily or 
if there is sudden adversity we should be able to face it happily. 


(Date : 1923, Occasion : In his advices to his daughter 

Maniben Patel to put up bravely with circumstances.) 

It is not profitable to spoil the relations with anybody because 
of your bad tongue. 

(Date : 6 December 1932, Occasion : In his advices to his son 

Dahyabhai Patel to be courteous to office colleagues.) 

Even those who correct or reform themselves in the last few 


days of the life are able to cross over. 


(Date : 1 June 1933, Occasion : In a letter to his daughter 
Maniben Patel who was in Central Prison, Belgaum.) 


The essence of the past is that remaining life should be considered 
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as new life and correct the mistakes. . . 


(Date : 16 June 1933, Occasion : Advises his daughter 
Maniben Patel not to brood over the past and be cheerful.) 


Serve the people without any expectation, and try to be as much 
pure as possible by mind, words and deeds. If you do that much 
there is no place for pessimism. It is but natural that when you 
are all alone mind runs a riot. But if you continuously engage 
yourself in some work then the mind will be peaceful. 


(Date : 16 June 1933, Occasion : Ibid.) 


It is our duty to cheerfully adjust ourselves to any type of 
situation. If you are convinced that the work for which you have 
to go is the best there is no place for any kind of anxiety. 


(Date : 20 November 1933, Occasion : Advises his daughter 
Maniben Patel who wanted to join Kasturba 
Gandhi in a Satyagraha and go to Jail along with her.) 


General 


We want Ram Raj, Majoor Raj, or the Raj of Farmers in which 
every man must be happy. But now we are all slaves and are 
afraid of two things death and losing property. . . .When the oil 
is finished the light must go out. Death leaves none. Even the 
kings and persons in authorities cannot refuse that invitation. 
. . When any thing is born death is sure for him. Death is the 
best friend of a man and so you must count it. 


(Date : 4 January 1935, Occasion : Addressing the 
people of Ginning Factory at Viramgam, Gujarat.) 


The real jail is the bondage of attachment. The bondage of 
delusion, attachment, longing and anger. Those are the real 
prison. One who has freed himself from this bondage, not even 
the most powerful empire in the world can keep him in bondage. 


(Date : 29 June 1930, Occasion : Speech at 
Ahmedabad after release from Jail during which he 
exhorts Gujarati women to court imprisonment.) 
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We must never lose sight of the fact that a man dies only once. 
Everybody is mortal and cannot carry anything with him when 
he dies. 


(Date : 30 March 1921, Occasion : Speaking in a public 
meeting on Non-cooperation at Mohasa.) 


It is not much disgrace if-a person fails in a hard test. For him 
the very fact he had prepared himself for a hard test is enough 
to retain his grace. But, failing in a mild test is most shameful. 


(Date : 22 September 1922, Occasion : Urging 
Gujaratis and Maharashtrians to donate liberally for 
Mahatma Gandhi Fund.) 


The beasts of the jungle are able to strike terror in the hearts 
of humans but how can you, who live in the jungles be afraid of 
people in the cities, who should be afraid of you? 


(Date : 6 May 1928, Occasion : In Presidential address at 
Raniparaj Council asks people to be brave and fearless.) 


In the name of religion, hypocrisy has become rampant. .. .We 
commit sins for as long as 25 years and go to the Ganges in a 
year for bathing. Are people absolved of sins by taking a bath in 
the Ganges in a year? We are ourselves impure. 


(Date : 3 January 1935, Occasion : In a speech at 
Ahmedabad.) 


. . -When death is certain, why entertain its fear? Instead of 
facing death with a smiling face, why die like a coward? 


(Date : 3 January 1935, Occasion : Ibid.) 


A mushroom of persons are out to serve the city but if 
Government promulgated an ordinance they would hide 
themselves like frogs in summer. 


(Date : 3 November 1936, Occasion : During his 
Election Campaign at Ahmedabad.) 
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The acceptance of offices was neither a sin nor a dishonor 
provided the country’s good was achieved thereby. 


(Date : 25 January 1937, Occasion : Replying to a civic 
address by Nasik Municipality.) 


It was the misfortune of this country that men could be found 
to form what were called the “Interim” Ministries. Their position 
was not different from that of regular paid servants of the 
British bureaucracy and their action deserved condemnation. 


(Date : 14 April 1937, Occasion : Presiding at a 

public meeting, holds the interim Ministry in no better 
way than Government servants of the British 
bureaucracy; Danapur, Mandvi.) 


The Congress Ministers had not accepted office for the sake of 
honour. Their ambition was to do real service to the starving 
millions. 


(Date : 6 September 1937, Occasion : Address at East India 
Cotton Association, Bombay.) 


Send proper persons, truthful and selfless who are patriotic, and 
who can serve the people. 


(Date : 7 September 1937, Occasion : Speaking ata . 
reception to Congress Cabinet by different Associations 
of Traders of Bombay.) 


Our success is not in taking help of the police to get the 
criminals arrested but in stopping the commission of Crimes. 


(Date : 7 September 1937, Occasion : Ibid.) 


We should fulfill the expectations of our leaders by showing our 
practical sense, humility and sobriety. . . .We have to do this at 
very little expense as Gandhiji has desired. 


(Date : 21 October 1937, Occasion : Addressing the 
gathering at Haripura while laying the foundation of 
“Vithalnagar” on Vijayadashmi.) 
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He is the best man who puts in hard labour. One who does not 
put in labour, but only moves his tongue, is a thief in the eyes 
of God. 


(Date : 15 December 1937, Occasion : Speaking to 
the people at Bardoli Taluka, Gujarat.) 


In one man’s rule there is no wisdom. . . .Even wise people make 
mistakes. In uncontrolled power there is intoxication. 


(Date : 25 December 1937, Occasion : In his Presidential 
address at a Political Conference at Rajpipla.) 


Civil liberty must have the full scope in Congress regime. . . 
The moment you feel the Ministers are acting against your 
interests and are no more useful, recall them from office. 


(Date : 31 December 1937, Occasion : Addressing a 
mammoth public meeting at Congress House, Madras.) 


Though there are so many native states, India is a unit which 
has unity of a unique type. There is no difference in atmosphere 
and merchandise, and everything is the same. All the differences 
have been created by the foreign Government in order to firmly 
establish their rule here. 


(Date : 22 may 1938, Occasion : In his Presidential 
Address at South Rajasthan Conference held at Sangli 
urging state subjects to organise and unite.) 


The world is at present a veritable powder magazine and every 
nation is competing with other nations in collecting more deadly 
weapons to achieve greatest destruction of human life and 
property. 


(Date : 27 June 1938, Occasion : Speaking at the Flag 
Salutation Ceremony at the Office of the Maharashtra 
Provincial Congress Committee, Bombay.) 


Indians have habit of honoring a person who serves a little. . . 
A person should be honoured as much as he deserves, not more. 
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Otherwise there is a danger of his falling down. 


(Date : 20 January 1939, Occasion : Delivering a 
speech at the opening ceremony of Raipur Congress 
House.) 


It is a known maxim that a right once granted to the people 
should never be withdrawn save for extraordinary reasons 
capable of being justified before the public. (On right of franchise). 


(Date : 19 November 1941, Occasion : In a statement 
to Bhavnagar State Pradesh on withdrawal of right of 
franchise.) 


As the war comes nearer and nearer, . . .the Government 
machinery is getting loose day by day... and this loose machinery 
and cracking Government is going to fall in the lap of the 
Congress. (formation of Congress Government after war). 


(Date : 26 January 1942, Occasion : During his 
lecture in Bardoli Swaraj Ashram and being 
Optimistic about Formation of Congress Government 
after the War.) 


Happiness and misery are paper balls. . . Don't be afraid of 
death. Join the nationalist forces, be united. Give work to those 
who are miserable and hungry, food to invalids, forget your 
quarrels and help the Congress. 


(Date : 7 March 1942, Occasion : Addressing the 
people at Anand.) 


One who does not serve the people till the last breath of his life 
is not a true servant. . . Whole of India is my native place. 
People of all the castes are my brothers and sisters. 


(Date : 9 March 1942, Occasion : Addressing the 
people at Karamsad, District Kheda.) 


85 


CC-0. Nanaji Deshmukh Library, BJP, Jammu. Digitized by eGangotri 


Self-defence is the elementary duty, and you should do it either 
non-violently or violently, or both ways in times of insecurity. 


(Date : 16 March 1942, Occasion : Advising self 
defence during a public meeting near the Congress 
House at Bombay.) 


What God wishes will happen, and it is our duty to submit to 
His wish. 


(Date : 1 July 1943, Occasion : In a letter 

to his Daughter-in-law in Bombay from 
Ahmednagar Fort asking her not to worry about his 
intestinal pain.) 


I am unable to understand why the Cabinet Mission, which gave 
communal veto in the case of the Muslims, have refused to give 
the same safeguard to the Sikhs in the Punjab. There is no 
justification whatsoever for such distinction, the Sikhs are a 
great and courageous community and it is most unwise to 
ignore them. 


(Date : 15 July 1945, Occasion : Criticising the 
injustic done to Sikh community in Cabinet Mission 
proposals in his speech in the AICC.) 


The fourth wall of the edifice (of Swaraj) is removal of 
untouchability. 


(Date : 5 January 1947, Occasion : Addressing the 
Congress Workers in Gujarat Vidyapeeth.) 


It is the duty of the Government to protect people and to arrange 
police for that work. 


(Date : 6 December 1923, Occasion : Condemning the 
Punitive Tax on some village in Borsad Taluka.) 


In this world, the condition of Hindu Widow is most tragic. The 
social taboos and the social behaviour are so cruel that he finds 
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life unbearable. 


(Date : 1 December 1944, Occasion : In a letter to 
Maniben Patel from Ahmednagar Fort.) 


Respect and prestige cannot be conferred by anybody, one gets 
according to one’s capacity. : 


(Date : 4 April 1947, Occasion : Addressing the 
Teachers in Teacher’s Training Camp at Bochasan 
Vallabh Vidyalaya, Gujarat.) 


In village there should be no smoke, dust or dirt. We must 
understand that we are different from cattle. 


(Date : 4 April 1947, Occasion : Speaking at 
the opening ceremony of Vithalbhai Patel College, 
Ahmedabad.) 


Panchayati Raj is real Swaraj. 


(Date : 5 April 1947, Occasion : Addressing on the 
foundation laying ceremony of Kasturba Maternity 
Home at Ras Village.) 


We have to abandon the pride of belonging to a big town or 
belonging to a high family. Slaves are not high or low. 
(Date : 6 April 1947, Occasion : Addressing the 
people of Karamsad Village.) 
We have to change our attitude to women. Our women should be 
elevated so that they can walk shoulder to shoulder with us. 
(Date : 6 April 1947, Occasion ; Addressing the 
people of Karamsad Village.) 
Code of Conduct for Public Servants 


_. The Officers must be guided by a real spirit of service in their 
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day to day administration... 


(Date : 21 April 1947, Occasion : Addressing the 
Probationers at the All India Administrative Service 
Training School at Metcalfe House, New Delhi.) 


...The past civil service, which is known as the Indian civil Service, 
. . is neither Indian nor imbued with any spirit of service... 


(Date : 21 April 1947, Occasion : Ibid.) 


The things are now going to change... You are the pioneers in the 
Indian Service, and the future of this service will depend much 
upon the foundation and traditions that will be laid down by you, 
by your character and abilities and by your spirit of service. 


(Date : 21 April 1947, Occasion : Ibid.) 


Above all I would advise you to maintain to the utmost the 
impartiality and incorruptibility of administration. A Civil Servant 
cannot afford to and must not, take part in politics. Nor must he 
involve himself in communal wrangles. To depart from the path of 
rectitude in either of these respects is to debase public service and 
lower its dignity. 


(Date : 21 April 1947, Occasion : Ibid.) 


Members of the Service were “as good ourselves” in point of 
patriotism, loyalty, sincerity and ability. But for their hard work 
the state would have collapsed. 


(Date : 21 April 1947, Occasion : Defending the Civil 
Services.) 


Live according to high ethical standards. 


(Date : 14 May 1947, Occasion : Addressing at Delhi 
Gujarati Samaj.) 


88 


CC-0. Nanaji Deshmukh Library, BJP, Jammu. Digitized by eGangotri 


It is natural that when people get their own Government their 
expectations run high. 


(Date : 7 October 1950, Occasion : Addressing the 
Hyderabad State Congress Workers.) 


All big and small persons do make mistakes. . . 


(Date : 25 September 1948, Occasion : In a letter to Shri 
Kanhiyalal Munshi, Bombay.) 


If the work of the nation is done why should we care for the name 
of an individual. 


(Date : 25 September 1948, Occasion : Ibid.) 


As such in the nation’s game of chess we all are small or big pawns. 


(Date : 25 September 1948, Occasion : Ibid.) 


If friendship is not wanted, we have self-respect enough to stand 
aloof against the whole world. . . I wish we have no more sermons 
from people who still believe that they are trustees here, the 
trustees of the world. They must know that they had enough 
mismanagement in all parts of the world. They must now leave us 
alone. 


(Date : 1 October 1948, Occasion : Addressing the Officers 
and Men of the Royal Indian Air Force.) 


Democracy can never rule by force. It can only rule by the consent 
of the people. That consent, if forced, can only have adverse 
reactions. 


(Date : 7 January 1948, Occasion : Speaking on cordial 
relations between Labour and Capital for India’s Industrial 
future at a luncheon given in his honour by Mr. Badridas 
Goenka at Delhi.) 


Continued harping on our differences in public or in private is 
bad for us, bad for the Services and bad for the country. The sooner 
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we set this at rest once for all and clear the murky atmosphere 
the better. 


(Date : 5 February 1948, Occasion : In a letter to 
Nehru for sorting out mutual differences.) 


. . .Few struggles could have been so prolonged and so bitter as 
ours, but eventually the British Government did the right things 
and almost overnight the bitterness and hatred of the past were 
converted into mutual respect and friendship. 


(Date : 11 May 1948, Occasion : In a message to 
Sheikh Abdullah emphasizing abiding and permanent 
bond with Kashmir.) 


Many attempts to build up friendship between Indian and British 
have been wrecked by his (Churchill) refusal to face facts and 
attempts to mould them to suit his own predilection. . . If any of 
these attempts had succeeded, the history of India and of the 
relationship between Britain and India, despite the bitterness and 
intensity of freedom’s struggle, would have been different. 


(Date : 26 June 1948, Occasion : Rejoinder to Churchill on 
his partisan role over Kashmir and Hyderabad.) 


Unless the news is given to the clients without fear or favour, 
prejudice or illwill, it can hardly be worth having. 


(Date : 24 September 1948, Occasion : Congratulates the 
Press Trust of India on agreement with Reuters which has 
advanced cause of India’s freedom and Independence.) 


There are undoubtedly bad tendencies - the scramble for power 
and office is there. . . but firmness and determination to combat 
these evils from without and from within is required .. .Ministers 
should be setting a tone and standard from the top... 


ak (Date : 5 January 1949, Occasion : Advising 
Ministers to keep high Standard in his letter to Mr. R.V. 
Patil, Minister, Nagpur.) 
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In a free India, there can be no distinctions of caste, creed or religion 
or of classes resulting in domination of one section by another. 
There may be rich and poor, happy and unhappy, but there can be 
no difference in stature between one citizen and another. 


(Date : 26 January 1949, Occasion : Addressing a public 
meeting at Jodhpur, Rajasthan.) 


Forgetting all distinctions between community and community 
and between high and low, people everywhere in the country must 
pledge to live together like brethren and maintain such an 
atmosphere of harmony. . . j 


(Date : 13 February 1949, Occasion : In a message to 
people through his address at the official prayer meeting 
held at Rajghat in observance of first anniversary of the 
immersion of Gandhiji’s remains at the confluence 

at Allahabad.) 


Hers (Sarojini Naidu) was a powerful and magnetic personality 
that inspired and infected others with great enthusiasm and zeal 
for good causes. 


(Date : 12 March 1949, Occasion : Tribute to 
Mrs. Sarojini Naidu while addressing a public meeting 
at Ramlila Grounds Delhi.) 


There seems to be consensus of opinion as to the place of Hindi in 
Devnagari script. It will and must be the national or official 
language of India. . . It seems to me quite clear that we must bring 
about a state of affairs which would permit the attainment by 
Hindi of its due position as Official Language in the shortest time 
possible. The time factor is undoubtedly important in order that 
the old order of things can be adapted to this new fact... at the 
end of ten year’s period. English should be replaced completely by 
Hindi. 


(Date : 19 August 1949, Occasion : On Hindi as Official 
Language in his letter to Shri K.M. Munshi.) 
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It is the duty of every person to develop national language or do 
such a service that all over India it is accepted without any 
hesitation or reservation. The ezpanse of Hindi should be as wide 
as ocean, in which all the languages of India take its own proper 
place. National language is not of any province, or of any 
community. 


(Date : 23 November 1949, Occasion : Stressing use of Hindi 
in Nagari Script as decided by Constituent Assembly.) 


In India. . . subversive association known as the Communist Party 
we have, by our vigilance and the effective counter-measures 
taken from time to time succeeded in strictly localizing these 
activities... 


(Date : 13 January 1950, Occasion : Inaugurating the 
Conference of police chiefs from all the Provinces and 
States Unions assembled at the Home Ministry, Delhi.) 


We must review the extent of the action taken, the success or failure 
achieved. . . for ensuring final and complete annihilation of those 
subversive forces. 


(Date : 13 Jaunary 1950, Occasion : Ibid.) 


Our freedom has been achieved through the sacrifice of millions 
of people. It will be a poor return for those sacrifices if we surrender 
that liberty and sumbit to the threats of those who work for a 
foreign organisation. 


(Date : 26 February 1950, Occasion : Moving the 
Preventive Detention Bill in the Parliament, Delhi.) 


Yours (Police) is the responsibility to maintain the prestige of the 
Government and protect the honour of the citizens. It is not enough 
if you only detect crime and bring offenders to book. You must also 
try to win the affection of the people. .. .A police officer or policeman 
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who loses his head in handling a situation is not fit to be a member 
of the police force. 


(Date : 20 March 1950, Occasion : Addressing the 
Delhi and Central Police Force in Delhi.) 


...The first requiment in the country was external and internal 
security. You cannot have any plan unless there is security. . . 


(Date : 27 April 1950, Occasion : Stressing on 
Internal and External Security for successes of plans 
while addressing the Chief Ministers of States and 
Provincial Congress Chief at New Delhi.) 


In this country which won the freedom only yesterday. . . it is 
impossible to make progress unless we first restore order. On the 
top of it came partition which made our task difficult. 


(Date : 27 April 1950, Occasion : Ibid.) 


For the first time we have got adult franchise and unless the people 
exercise or are able to exercise their franchise in a proper 
intelligent manner, the working of the democracy would be difficult 
and we stand to lose a great deal. 


(Date : 13 May 1950, Occasion : Addressing the 
pressmen at Trivandrum.) 


_. While the Press must have full freedom to express their ideas, 
it must realise its own responsibilities. Freedom has its obligations. 

(Date : 13 May 1950, Occasion : Ibid.) 
Ina democratic set-up we must have freedom of the Press, freedom 


of speech, freedom of expression and freedom of association and 
all kinds of freedom. 


(Date : 15 May 1950, Occasion : Addressing a Public 
Meeting at Ernakulam.) 
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Newspapers are the best vehicles for training an infant democracy; 
the Press has a heavy responsibility. . . Just as newspapers have 
responsibility not to go below a standard of decency, so also readers 
have a responsibility not to cultivate the habit of reading bad 
newspapers. 


(Date : 15 May 1950, Occasion : Ibid.) 


. - (We) had no objection to parties being formed on regular and 
decent lines and on a good programme. 


(Date : 15 May 1950, Occasion : Ibid.) 


If the work in one’s field is done well, people will be attracted to it. 
After that one can go out of his or her field if there is a need to do 
so but that too for speeding up the activities of one’s field. 


(Date : 19 June 1950, Occasion : In a letter to one 
Jugatram criticizing him for holding Sarvodaya 
Conferences exploiting Gandhiji’s name.) 


Big personalities seldom achieve their mission in their lifetime; in 
fact, they generally live after their death. 


(Date : 3 October 1950, Occasion : Calling upon 

the people of India to rededicate themselves to the 
principle and teaching of Mahatma Gandhi while 
laying the foundation stone of Kasturba Gram near 
Indore, M.P.) 


.. India’s prestige has increased, but we cannot advance if we do 
not put our own house in order. 


(Date : 4 October 1950, Occasion : Addressing a 
public meeting at Indore.) 


I ask Hindus to forget the past, because it is only manly virtue to 
do so. It is cowardice insidiously to spread poison. It is also 
cowardice to hit a man when he is falling. 


(Date : 10 October 1950, Occasion : Addressing a 
big public meeting at Hydrabad.) 
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I still want to preserve the little energy thatis left in me at this 
age to see that India takes its proper place not merely by winning 
the freedom but by raising the status and strength of India in 
such a manner that the people who are preaching sermons will 
begin to respect us and say that they have also something to learn 
from us. That is my ambition. 


(Date : 1 October 1948, Occasion : Speech before the 
officers and men of the Royal Indian Air Force.) 
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",... Your goodness is impediment in your way, 
so let your eyes be red with anger, and try to 
fight the injustice with a firm hand." (Sardar 
Patel, while addressing the people at Bardoli 
on 12 March, 1928). 

This and many such quotations in the present 
book Quotes of Sardar Patel highlight Sardar's 
true character as a shrewd politician and 
statesman and a human being par excellence 
with a human heart but iron will. 


The compiler of this book, Dr. Prabha Chopra has 
been instrumental in bringing out a number of 
books on Sardar Patel - depicting Sardar's 
great personality and his unique role in the 


long drawn political struggle for the attainment 
of Swaraj. 
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